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RtO ARHY ON THE OFFENSIVE. From RumIo th*r« comM ovory day nawt «f tha hammar-blowa dalivarad by Stalin’* armla* against 
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ALONG THE BATTLE FRONTS 


by Our Military Critic, Maj.-Gen. Sir Charles Gwynn, K.C.B., D.S.O. 





W HEN, in Ihc first week of November, 
I wrote that the month had again 
proved to be a black one for 
Germany, I little expected how black it would 
become twforc its close. Germany and her 

& ar(ncr8 have received a series of shattering 
lows ; and though their full crTccts have 
not yet bMn realized, they threaten even 
more devastating results. The issue in several 
instances still hangs in the balance, and for 
the present it is better to take encoura^ment 
from what has been achieved than to indulge 
in optimistic speculation. 

The scale and initial successes of Mr. 
Stalin’s countcr-ofTcnsivc are particularly 
heartening, for obviously it is in Russia that 
Ihc greatest results can be obtained. 

In North Africa the Allies have made a 
good beginning, but it is clear that the Axis 
Powers will not be dislodged easily or 
quickly from their foothold in Tunisia. They 
arc well placed to conduct a determined 
stru^ie for air supremacy, and it must be 
realized that the Allies, depending on a long 
and vulnerable line of sea communications, 
cannot without considerable delays develop 
their full strength. Until the enemy is cvictod 
few of the strategic fruits of the great enter* 
prise can be gathered. Hven then the 
Mediterranean route will not be fully optened. 
Though convoys could be given a much more 
cfrcclive air umbrella and protection by 
light naval vessels, they would still be 
exposed to heavy attacks. 

Meanwhile, in the struggle for air supremacy 
over the Tunisian battlefields, the Allies 
should be able to establish an advantage 
when their forward air ba.ses are developed, 
for the Axis will find it difficult in a cramped 
area to operate bases for short-range aircrail. 

'Dommel Is likely to put up a stubborn 
fight at El Agheila, but he can have little 
hope of retrieving his disaster. His chief 
object would now seem to be to prevent the 
concentration of all the Allied forces for th« 
further development of their plans. General 
Alexander evidently does not underestimate 
the strength of Rommel’s position; and, 
avoiding premature action, he intends to 
attack with the greatest force he can muster. 

tn the Far East Japan’s naval lasses 
continue to mount in her efforts to recapture 
lost ground; and the manifest inferiority 


ofher aircraft is an encouraging feature of the 
situation. Her army, however, remains at 
full strength ; and the tenacity with which 
her troops will fight in the most forlorn 
situations has been clearly proved. 

NORTH AFRICA Official com- 

.... muniqutls on 

events in Tunisia have been ntarked by 


met heavy counter-attacks and sulTcrcd some 
reverses—though how severe was not made 
clear. The fighting evidently was sharp 
with both sides having considerable losses. 

In these advanced guard actions the Allies 
suffered from lack of air protection, and the 
enemy's Stuka dive-bombers—even if, as we 
are told, they arc an obsolescent weapon- 
are still formidable when fighter protection 
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■ IZERTA ANO TUNIS. Strongty •ntranchad !■ north.«u(«rn 
Tunlilaana •njoylnt ■ pr*d9mln«nc* in th« ^r, th« Axlt fomt 
put up * tt«rn fight Anglo-Amarfran troop* on- 

rfokvouring to loo*on thoir holdon ■iBortkwid Tunis. Th« black 
arrow shew* main Allied attack. By coutUty of Tlu Daily Hail 


reticence, and unofficial reports throw little 
light on the importance of what has hap¬ 
pened in initial operations. Apparently the 
Allies thrust their advanced guards boldly 
forward in order to pen the Axis into a 
restricted area, and to secure the mount.tin 
passes for the passage of the main army. 
TTiis seems to have bun successfully accom¬ 
plished, but naturally the advanced guards 


cannot be given. It was obvious that in the 
earlier stages in the slruule for air supremacy 
the enemy would hold tl^ advantage, having 
fully equipped aerodromes in Sicily ana 
Sardinia in addition to such as he could 
use in Tunisia. The Allies, on the other 
hand, had in the first instance to bring alt 
their fighter aircraft and ground organi/^atiori 
by sea, and no doubt the first consignment of 



ANZACS IN BAROIA. On tho tam* dkg u Tobruk wst rooecuplod by men of tho Eighth Arnty. tho littlo port of Barai*. botwoon It and tho 
Egyptlcn frontior, wu ckpturod by Imponal troop* for tho third tinto in tho Libyan campaign*. Thi* photograph ahowt a Maori patrol ot tho Now 
Zealand forco* advancing down tho town • main itroot. The church, it will bo «oon, i* ttlll littlo harmed, bot tbo heu*o* o« either lide aro pitted 
with (hell and bomb iplieter*. PAGE 4 18 I'htir, oja.-tv; - 








RUSSIA Moth’s army, cn- Stalingrad the German position in the 
circled in front Mozdok region in particular would become 
of Stalingrad between the Don precarious. 

and the Volga, is still in danger Zhukov's otfensive on the Rzhev-Velikiyc 
of complete annihilation, but it Luki front makes slow progress, but it has 
has recovered from the first shock had remarkable success considering that it 
of surprise and has or^nized is attacking probably the most strongly 
strong dcfbnccs. It has evidently entrenched part ofthc German front. Gernun 
no intention of attempting to counter*attacks have been numerous and 
cut its way out of the ring, but vigorous, but have obviously entailed the 
means to hold its ground in employment of important reserves and have 
hopes of relief. been more costly than successful. 

It is improbable that the Clearly the Germans intend to hold Rzhev 
Russians will make further large at all costs. Its capture would remove the 

captures of prisoners or material block on the Moscow-Riga railway, the use 

unless lack of supplies and of which would be of immense value to 

munitions brings about whole- Zhukov, especially when heavy snow paraly.scs 

sale surrender. They appear, road transport. The lack of railway com- 

however, to be maintaining their municatlons behind bis front may make it 

attacks and to be steadily, if difficuU for him to maintain the weight of 

slowly, gaining ground. Such his offensive if R/hev continues to hold out. 

pressure would tend to exhaust The town is held by a large force, and must 

German supplies; and the cfTotts have ample supplies; so even if its corn- 

being made to send in rein- munications have been cut it has great pos* 

forcements and supplies by air sibilitics of prolonged defence, 
seem to indicate a real shortage. The situation on this front also is obscure. 
In view of their many attacks but evidently it is causing the Germans great 

on Stalingrad it is improbable anxiety. Much is likely to depend on how the 

that the Germans can have ac- sheer fighting efficiency of the German 

cumulated great reserve stocks, troops is maintained under winter conditions 

and they probably have lost after the experiences of last year. A major 

some of their main depots at Russian succesv at any point would shako 

Kalach. Dumps in forward ihc stability of the whole German front, 
areas in the outskirts of the city 

would, however, presumably be THE FAR EAST The persistent 

large; possibly it was to protect ... attempts by the 

them that attacks were con- Japanese to reinforce their detachments on 
machines and first aerodromes to be equipped tinued. after it mu.st have been evident that Guadalcanal and at Buna have had practi- 
were those required for the protection of the they would be futile. cally no success, and have cost them further 

further processes of disembarkation. Not until Timoshenko evidently intends to secure serious losses; loss of ships, both naval and 

fresh consignnvenis of aircraft had arrived position which a relief army would find it transport, is. of course, a heavier blow than 

and been disembarked could forward air to break through, and he seems to tfic loss of troops, though the drowning of 

bases be established for the protection of the j^^ye made much progress westwards along large numbers from sunken transports may 

advanced elemepts of the army which had ^fic railways on Iwth sides of the Don. The have its effect even on Japanese nenes. 

moved out of fighter range of the base ports, situation here, is. however, rather objure. The attack on Buna has evidently been 

Obviously (he building up of the Allies' for there is little to indicate what is (he greatly handicapped by lack of artillery, and 
air power must be a gradual process—perhaps strength or organization of the German the arrival of two howitzers by air may 
even more gradual than the building up of forces he is encountering. They may be the serve to expedite matters. Though the 
the armies’ transport and supply depots, nucleus of a relief army. Kolcinikovo on the number is too small to produce crushing 
Eventually the Allies should be able to estab- Stalingrad-Novorossisk railway is a centre ctfcci. they may help in the successive cap- 
lish superiority in short-range aircraft, since it where one such might form. ture of small localities, 

would seem improbable that the Axis would the Caucasus front German reports Now that we have been told the full extent 

be able to mainlarn aerodromes in erTwlivc of Russian counter-attacks developing of the Pearl Harbour disaster, its shattering 

operation in the restricted area they hold. j^to a major offensive, but the Russians make effect on the whole Far Eastern situation will 

Meanwhile, it is of (he first imiMrtance that no such claim. Any pressure that they are perhaps be more fully understood in this 

our advanced forces should retain their hold exercising certainly complicates the German country. It gave Japan a completely free hand, 
on the ground they have secured for the problem; and should a collapse occur at though fortunately only for a limited time. 



RUSSIAN CENTRAL FRONT. In ttii« ••ct«r tit* R«<l Army 
hu m»lnt*in*a It* Br**(ur* on Rxh*v, and brohon dooply 
into th* CormMi d*f*nc*«. Thi* map show* tit* battio lino 
at th* bofinning of Doc. IM2 and arrowi Indicata cbo 
diroction'of Soviot attack*. h\ iOurUiy <•/ I h* i inwi 


deployment of the main army, whose advance 
is likely to be considerably slowed down by 
air attacks. Its heavy armaments and 
transport services arc bound to present 
vulnerable targets. Fortunately, the long- 
range bombers of the Middle East Air Force, 
fighter bombers from Malta and the Navy 
can evidently do much to prevent the enemy 
rapidly developing counter-offensive poten¬ 
tialities. 

The more we are told of the original land¬ 
ing in North Africa the greater must be our 
admiration for the part played by the Navy, 
and perhaps especially for the .secrecy which 
was maintained. It will now be on the R.A.F. 
that the chief responsibility for opening the 
way for final success will fall, even though it 
will be the Army that will have the hard task 
of gathering the fruits. That it is not going 
to be an easy matter to evict the enemy from 
Tunis and fiiz^rta is, however, all too clear. 

In Libya, while I write, Alexander is still 
closing up Montgomery's army for a new 
encounter with Rommel. Before this is pub* 
tished (some fortnight from now) wc shall 
know how far he has succeeded, and what 
Rommel's real intentions are. Whether he 
intends to fight a decisive or merely a delaying 
action is at present uncertain ; but it is hardly 
conceivable that he stands a chance of 
retrieving his di.sastcr by any form of counter- 
stroke. though he may exact a heavy price 
from the 8th Army, 



WINTER IN THE CAUCASUS breugSt t»m* r*M*r to th* Sovl*t fere** Rghting for po*(*i*ion 
of th* C*orgi*A Highway. Oit Nov. II, 1942 it w*« anno4inc*d that th* Carman* had tuff*r*d a 
h«avy d*f*at at Ordahonikidz*, tom* S.OM of th*lr m*n b*lng ilain, and an *v*n gr«at*r numbor 
weund*d. Rad Army troop* ar* h*r* taon claartng a mountain road preparatory to their 
comrade*’ advanc*. PAGE A 1 9 




With the Allied Forces in French North Africa 
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r!y« eastward tiiroufh Algerie. PAGE 420 






When the Luftwaffe Hit Back at Algiers 



AIR WAR IN ALGIERS. Although th« Axis ground forcM woro unablo to <ont*«t th« Allied landings In Morocco and Algeria, the Luftwaffe was toon 
In actipris Gprm»n ftttackpd AJMpd trftfuportf in Alfinrs hnrboyr» ftn4 top photo thowi » tmoko'tcroon boinp Inld by novnl croft to 

S rotect the Allied armada. Inset, Sir A. Tedder, Vice-Chief of Air Staff (left), and Maj.-Can. L. H. Brereton, commanding U.S. fch Air Force, 
alow, enemr bomb damage In Algiers, PAGE 421 Pkotot. bnhiM Olfk* il: Ktvstont 










What So Precious as Water in the Desert? 


FRESHWATER FOR THE TROOPS contdtutu a major problem In detert warfare. 6wt durinf the Sth Army’* pursuit of Rommel*! retreatinr 
fortet the Royal Navy took a hand, and at Solium (on the Efypt-Libva frontier) landed 13,000 barrel! brought from Alexandria. Relew, pert of 
thi! welcome shipment being run athore, and (top right) rolling one of the barrel! up the beach ; each barrel contnined 44 gallon! of water. Top left. 
Royal Engineer! relaying the water pipe-line near El Oaba. PAGE 422 i'kmos, UnUsM Ollunu : Crown Copvntht 
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Speed the Supplies to Montgomery’s Men! 
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^ ROMMet th« t«h Army prM«*d hwd om th# fhktMr^d Axis forcM from Ety|»t Into Libyo. Thlt photoarophshow* a Hum convoy 
M •rituh *«<»»ly ■»« ommynltJon lorraot Mroominf wo»Cwar4 stong tho roag which ruiu botido tho railway from tha NiU Valloy Co noar Tobruk. 
ri*'’*JL! ' ^ cupromacy <* tho cloto grouping of tho vohicio*. By tho beginning of Doc. I»42 Rommol had withdrawn to El AghoiU, 

almott on tho border of Cyronoiea and Tripolitania. PAGE 423 t’Molo. Hnluk Offinal: Cf«ra 




THE WAR AT SEA 


by Francis E- McMurtrie 


B y borrowir>g a leaf from the German 
book and scuttling their ships at 
Toulon, the French disappointed 
Hitler's hopes of seizing them. From the 
rapidity with which a strong force of troops 
was thrown into the town, immediately 
making its way to the dockyard, it seems 
evident that the decision to take over the 
French fleet was not a sudden one. For¬ 
tunately. French plans were also of long 
standing, and, as far as can be ascertained, the 
only German prize of any value was a group 
of three destroyers which happened to be 
Iving in a basin some distance from the rest 
i)f the fleet. Two cruisers also appeared 
from the air to be intact, but may have been 
damaged under water. 

It is sad to reflect that had Vice-Admiral de 
Uiborde and his oflicers taken their courage 
in their hands a fortnight earlier, they might 
have sailed for African waters and so placed 
themselves in a position to ofler more than 
passive resistance to the invaders who hold 
I'rance in subjection. 

Various statements have appeared concern- 
ng the condition of the sunken ships. 
Obviously, any reliable report would need 
to he preceded by a thorough examination 
of the wrecks, for which purpose divers would 
have to be employed. It would appear 
<hit some ships were blown up, while others 
merely foundered or capsized. It secm.s to 
b.* generally accepted that the water in which 
(hey tie is comparatively shallow, so salvage 
should not be unduly difficult. But to refloat 
and refit so many ships full of complicated 
p cchanism is bound to be a long job, occupy¬ 
ing a considerable amount of labour and 
ma'criat. It must be concluded, therefore, 
lhat although the French ships cannot be 
written olT as total losses, they are unlikely 
to be ready for active service for a very 
long time. If Hitler was counting upon 
them to reinforce his enfeebled allies in the 
Mediterranean, he must now be faced with 
a fresh problem. 

T r is generally believed that Mussolini, while 
^ ready to risk his light ships in escorting 
convoys to Tunisia and Tripolitania. regards 
his battleships as too precious to send to sea. 
On the rare occasions on which they have 
been sighted, they have invariably retired 
to port again at the first sign of danger. 

In spite of this, three of them were put out 
of action at Taranto in the famouti moon¬ 
light torpedo attack made by the Fleet Air 
Arm on November 11, 1940. Two years 


later, on December 5, 1942, American 
aircraft delivered a heavy bombing attack on 
Naples, another important naval base. A 
cruiser of the Attendolo type capsized, and a 
battleship received damage, though it is 
improbable that she was hit in a vital spot. 

Should the situation become sufficiently 
desperate. Hitler may insist on the Italian 
battle fleet proceeding to sea to protect the 
convoys, on the arrival of which German 
troops in Africa depend. There are no 
German warships available for the purpose, 
the few that remain in service being either 
in Norwegian waters or in the Baltic. The 
squadron based on Trondheim, comprising 
the Tirpilz, Admiral Schcer, Liitzow, Prinz 
Eugen and Admiral Hipper, has shown few 
signs of activity since it proceeded northward 
in July with the object of intercepting a 
convoy bound for Russia. A Soviet sub¬ 
marine claimed to have torpedoed the 
Tirpitz on that occasion, though there is no 
certainty that she was damaged. 

In view of the fate of the Bismarck in May 
1941 it is improbable that another sortie 
will be made into the Atlantic, for the chances 
of any considerable success in this direction 
are far less today than they were then. 

Tlic Navy and North Africa 
It was revealed recently by Mr. A. V. 
* Alexander, First Lord of (he Admiralty, 
that the expedition to North Africa was 
organized in three separate forces. One, 
which sailed from the United Slates, was 
entirely an American respon.sihiIi(y ; it was 
this unit that occupied Casablanca and other 
ports in French Morocco, disabling or 
sinking the battleship Jean Bart and other 
French warships which opposed the landings. 
The other two units, comprising both British 
and American troops, sailed from (his 
country under the protection of the Royal 
Navy, with aid from ships of the Royal 
Canadian, Polish. Royal Norwegian and 
Royal Netherlands Navies, and proceeded to 
Oran and Algiers. 

British warships lost in the course of the 
operations were the auxiliary aircraft-carrier 
Avenger, (he destroyers Martin and Broke, 
the corvette Gardenia, the sloops Ibis, 
Hartland and Waincy. the minesweeper 
Algerine, the depot ship llccla, and the 
anti-aircraft escort vessel Tynwald. The 
Dutch lost a destroyer, (he Isaac Sweers. and 
the Americans five naval transports. Com¬ 
pared with the results achieved, these losses 
must be regarded as trifling. 



^ ' 



SIA-AND-AIR BATTLE OFF THE SOLOMONS. On th« right «n American aircraft-carrier U making a tharp 
turn to avoid Japanete attache during a fierce engagement which began on Occ. U, IF4Z, near the Santa Crus lelands. 
In tha cantre an enemjr plana !• crathtng on to a U.S. dcetrojror. On Nov. I tho U.S. Navy Dept, announced that 
•n aircraft-carrier and a dettroytr had been lo«t in thi» battle. PAGE A24 Sew York Ttme^ Phme- 


Capt. W. C. ACNEW, C.B. (loft), and Lt. 
Cmdr. A. F. H. NOBLE, D.S.C.. eommandor* 
roepectively of tho cruiser Aurora and <ta- 
ftroyar Ouentin. which played a prominent 
port in smashing an Axis convoy in the Medl- 
terranean on Oec. 1, IM2. Pkilt%pt, Keyiton* 

Though the Germans have contrived to 
assemble some 20,000 troops in Tunisia they 
have sulTercd heavy loss in transporting 
(hem there. Not only have many ships been 
sunk by H.M. submariries, but twice in 4S 
hours convoys were intercepted by our 
surface warships. 

Shortly after midnight, Pcccmher 1-2, 
1942, a force under Rear-Admiral C. M. J. 
Harcourt. comprising H.M. cruisers Aurora. 
Sirius and Argonaut, and the destroyers 
Quentin and Quiberon, practically wiped out 
an enemy convoy proceeding, from Italy to 
Tunisia. Although (he convoy scattered 
and sought to cover its retreat with smoke¬ 
screens, four merchant vessels, at least two 
of which were troopships, and three de¬ 
stroyers were set on fire and destroyed. 
Admiral Harcourt summed up the whole 
situation afterwards when he made the 
signal; "Well done, everybody; I- think 
we have helped the 1st Army.” 

On the night of December 2-3 light forces 
under Captain A. L. Poland. R.N.. came in 
contact with another south-hound convoy 
which had been attacked shortly before Yry 
torpedo aircraft. In the earlier encounter 
two ships of mercantile type were destroyed, 
and in the second an Italian torpedo boat 
was sunk. 

These engagements were no mere matter of 
chance, but were the fruit of careful planning 
and skilful leadership. 

TPhe United States Navy Department’s 
^ official report on the Pearl Harbour 
disaster, made public on December 6 last, is 
a most interesting document. Out of eight 
battleships lying in port on December 7. 
1941, Japanese torpedoes from the air .so 
severely damaged five that they were either 
sunk or put out of action for some time, while 
(he remaining three also received damage. 
Only one of these battleships, the Arizona, 
has had to be written 
o(T as a total toss, and 
with the exception of 
two destroyers, whose 
main and auxiliary 
machinery have been re¬ 
covered. the various other 
warships sunk or damaged 
by (he enemy attack have 
either been salved and re¬ 
paired, or arc now under 
salvage. Those ships 
which have been taken 
into dockyard hands for 
refit after salvage will be 
modernized before rejoin¬ 
ing the fleet. 

It is proof of the fine 
quality aiiU s|miii uf die 
United States Navy that it 
should have recovered 
itself in so short a lime 
from such a heavy blow. 
Moreover, in (he last few 
months it has taken the 
inifi.Ttive. 







Out of Toulon’s Smoke France Will Rise Again 




^^8 in Cruiser 
J Submarines 


.lift w 


Contre-Torpi lUurs 


Destroyers 


Battleship 

STRASBOURG 


Bin Cruisers 


Centre-TorpiUeurs 


THE FKENCH FCEET AT TOULON con«ift*tf ot tom*^ •ltl^> Including til* battiMhipt Ounkarqu*. Stratbourf, and Pravanc* 


______________ .__, _... ____tbaflaman 

and tmoka of tha asplotlont at Toulon." tafd Mr. Churchill on Nov. 29, " Franca will rita afain." PAofot, Brttult Offiei*!: Pittut Kemi, Sport & Conertl 


AOM. DE LABOROE (abova) gava tha 
erdar to teuttia tha Franch float at Toulon 
on Nov. 27, 1942, whan tha Garmani wara 
at tha fata* of tha naval bata. By ao 
doing ha vindicatad tha honour of Franca 
and alto daprivad tha Aali of a powarful 
concantration of warthip*. On tha naat 
day tha Fighting Franch Navy obsarvad 
a ono>minuta tllanca in honour of thair 
countryman who ware lo«t with thair chipt 
at Toulon. Flaga wara flown at half-matt ; 
right. Franch tailert lowaring tha tricolour 
in London. 










‘Occupy All France!’ said Duce to Fuehrer 



THi GERMAN OCCUPATION OP VICHY PRANCE, whtdi eo*k pUc* m N»v. 11, 1943, rfM troyd tR« U«t VMtipM of HitUr’t protonco that thii 
Pf •• Praivco WM a •• froa aooo.” I, Carman infantry paaatnf eiirowgti th« Arc 4a TrfompiM in Hanaitiaa. 2, Tha Italiana wara parmittad by tKair 
Carman maatara to maka an aacwraian alanp tha Riviara : a motoriaad datacbmant paucaa on cba road to Martaiiiaa. 3. Carman vohtdaa on tKafamowa 
Cannabiara in Maraaillaa. 4. Enamv tank in Taalouaa, PAC^r 426 Pk(M, AtsoctiUtd Prtfs 








In New Guinea They’ve Got the Japs on the Run 



AUSTRALIANS AND AMERICANS IN NIW GUINEA, following th*ir r*c*ptur« ®f Rekoda on No*. 2, IM2, woro »wlft In thair puriult of tho 
ratroating Japana«a. Australian troop* antarad Oona on No*. 23 whlla U.S. forca* hammarad at Buna, tha lait ramalnlng anamy atronghold on 
tha coast. Top. chaarv Auttralian* woundad at Kokoda maka thair way back to tha raar for traatmant. Dalow left. Alliad troop* axamining a 
capturad Jap tank j and(rlghtj an anamy landing-barga. PAGE 427 /'idiot, AuoeialeU VrM 







A Second Winter’s Tale of Dreadful War 

Winter’s coming; h«s brought no cessation of hostilities on the vast Russian front. On 
Nov. 19 the Red Atmy launched an attack in the Caucasus ; three dajs later it went over to 
the offensive at Stalingrad, and on Nov. 38 a third oflensive was launched on the Moscow-front 


L ast winter was bad enough for the 
German armies in Russia ; this winter 
may well be worse. Not only are the 
Russians fighting with stiJI tremendous, 
seemingly undiminished, strength, but they 
are nerv^ to greater efforts by the conscious- 
ncs.s of victories already won. The myth of 
Hiller’s invincibility has beerr blown to pieces 
by Montgomery's guns in ligypt, by Timo- 
s^nko in the Caucasus and before Stalingrad, 
and by Zhukov in Central Russia. 

How near the Germans were to defeat, 
even to disaster, in the campaign of last 
winter has been revealed by Hitler himself. 
In a speech to the Reichstag last April he 
admitted that neither the German soldier, 
nor tanks, nor locomotives, were prepared for 
such intense cold. ’ ’ Nerves were at breaking- 
point, obedience wavered, and a sense of duly 
was lacking—these arc all Hitler's own 
expressions-and in a few cases it was 
neccssar> for him to intervene. So “ wc 
mastered a fate that broke another man 
Napoleon 130 years ago." 

Goering, too, dilated upon the enormous 
diflicuittes which confronted the Germans. 
In a speech last May he spoke of the time 
when, after Hitler’s “unheard-of victories, 
after the Germans had penetrated 1.500 
kilometres and more into Russian space." 

" A new enemy fell upon us. Not the Ruuion 
divisions, not the Russian armies, not the Russian 
command, but the elements rose against us. 
Almost suddenly winter (ell upon us, producing 
inunense cold within three days such a winter 
as has never probably been experienced in the 
history of such struggles. Riven were frozen, 
swamps and lakes ; onC white blanket of death 
was spread over the limitless country . . . The 
Russian was in our rear in the north, in the centre, 
in the south. Partisan detachments blew up 
everything. Maddening cold almost froze our 
troops. The cold hindered railway transport and 
the liites cracked with the cold, the locomotives 
could no longer move. For days the front remained 
without supplies, without ammunition, without 
food and without clothing. Out there the brave 
musketeer stood in tbe icy snow, his hands numb. 
When he touched the barrel of his rifle the skin of 
his fingers stuck to it. The motors failed, could 
no longer be started. Tanks got stuck in the deep 
snow. One thing piled on top of another . . 

'T'mat is Goering's picture of the winter war 
* of 1941 . in its main essentials it is a pic¬ 
ture of that of 1943. True, so far the climatic 
conditions have not equalled those of last 
year, while Hitler's propagandist^ have main¬ 
tained that the lessons of last year's campaign 
have been well learnt—that this year the 
preparations have been much more complete. 
Barracks have been built in many parts of 
occupied Russia. Huge quantities of furs have 
been purchased (or stolen) in all parts of 
Europe. Tens of thousands of skis have been 
bought to send to the Russian front: while 
hoods and cloaks, too. Vast quantities of 
bread, meat, fats and potatoes arc being 
supplied every week by Genera! Wieiersheim. 
Hitler's First Quartermaster, who has been 
boosted as the " LudendorflT of the New 
Army." One fact wc can be sure of: that 
the German soldier at the front will be given 
the best of everything that Germany can 
produce. It is the civilians who will go short, 
and the civilians of the occupied, countries 
will go shortest of all: they can starve so far 
as Hitler cares. 

All toe same. It a Oicak pru»pv\t fur ihe 
Germans. In the north and central sectors 
they have towns and chics in which to winter, 
but their hold on these would seem to be 
uncertain, following Zhukov's offensive. In 
(he south, in the Stalingrad sector, there are 
no cities, and most of inc villages have been 
deslroved. In large measure (he prolonged 


onslaught on Stalingrad was dictated by (he 
necessity of obtaining winter quarters, since 
otherwise the attackers would condemned 
to spend the winter in the empty, icy steppes. 
But Stalingrad still stands ; and the Germans 
are now falling back through a devastated 
countryside in which there is no warmth, little 
food, and less shelter. And everywhere the 
partisan detachments are active throughout 
(he long winter nights. Behind the German 
lines (Iwrc are millions of Russians, and 
every one of them is a foe made desperate 
and relentless by ferocious treatment. 

Rut for the Russians, too, the prospect is 
of a bleak and hungry winter. Throughout 



WARE SHtFERS IN STALINCRAO! Rv- 
produced from th« Rorlinvr IMuctHorto 
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the country (reports Reuters Correspondent) 
the slogan is " everything for the front,” 
and this means that the civilians in the rear 
must tighten their belts still more. At times 
they must go hungry ; they must do without 
central heating since all the fuel is required 
for the army and war industries ; they must 
do without comforts, even nrany of what we 
should call (he t>eces.sities of life. Last year 
the Russians lost the Ukraine : this year (hey 
have had to abandon the Kuban, richest 
remaining source of foodstuffs. These losses 
have but spurred them on to ever-greater 
c^ort. Nothing has been spared the Red 
Army. Vast quantities of skis and sledges 
have been turned out by the factories for the 
new ski army : winter clothing, also, and 
heating equipment for ^n-sitc$. dug-outs 
and billets. And all this not for " static 
moernation Put for a viguiduN aHd V 
tbrious offensive in the depths of winter. 

In Moscow the Muscovites all through the 
summer have been collecting fuel, and in the 
squares there arc great slacks of birch logs. 
In the allotments people have been working 
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by moonlight to get the potatoes up before 
(he frosts come. Although Moscow's young 
men have gone into the Army, although great 
numbers of its population are working now 
in factories hundreds of miles away in (he 
Russia of the Urals and beyond, the capital 
city of the Soviets is still palpitating with life. 
Everywhere the mood Is a confident one. 

Much the same can be said of Leningrad, 
now preparing for its second winter siege. 
Old wooden houses have been dismantled for 
fuel ; each ciii/cn has been required to prepare 
for the winter four cubic yards of wood for 
himself and two more for the community. 
Dozens of repair squads.arc active ; plumbing 
has been overhauled, substitute gla.ss put into 
windows, methods of saving fuel publicized. 
" Winter is coming ! Prepare for frosts ! ” 
comes from the radio at frequent internals 
I jst winter the Leningraders .suffered horribly 
from cold and privation : they arc better 
prepared this year. 

Qsihe whole, then, the Russians have ilie 
advantage: most important, they are fighi- 
ing to liberate their own soil and on every hand 
Biey see signs that (he tide of war is at lust 
turning in their favour. The contrast between 
the invader and the invaded has been weh 
depleted by A, T. Oiolcrlon, The Daily 
Telegraph's correspondent in Moscow, in a 
dispatch published on Nov. 27. lie writes 
of that new feature of war on the Russian 
from the taking of large numbers of Na/i 
prisoners. They were astounded, he says ; 
they were in despa'r over their defeat. They 
were real tighling-men. and it would have 
been nroving to sec (hemJiad one not remem¬ 
bered " their cold, hard arrogance and then 
way of treating even the grand l>on Cossack 
villagers as people of a lower race -slavci' 
and chattels to be worked out. starving tc 
death ip trench and road building, and- lli'jn 
flung out to die in the snows on the wide 
gaie-swept steppes." 

These arrogant " lord folk " of Hitler's grand 
army went on Mr. Cholertoni may have bwn a 
bit troubled in their minds at not taking all of 
Stalingrad before the winter, and at being le^t out 
to face its icy gales in the naked steppe. But they 
teem to have felt very sure of themselves while 
out chasing the old Cossack men, young boys and- 
women, and they did themselves pretty well in the 
matter of billets, making tbe ruined houses quite 
cosy with stolen mattresses and eiderdown*. They 
covered their own backs, too, with filched sheep¬ 
skin coats and women's furs. Underneath they 
wore female shawls, jumpers and pullovers. In 
they roll, these prisoners, in their thousands and 
tens of thousasda, often without escort and led 
by their own officers, some sdU trying to swagger. 

A s they march by to the prisoner-of-war 
^ camps they are watched by their victims 
and pre-ordained slaves. 

In those little local crowds of peasants, who have 
been first lUaled from the air, then fought over, 
and then ignobly dragooned in the past four 
months, there are armed partisans whose brothers 
have been tortured and then hanged and strangkd 
by the neck without any merciiul six-foot diop. 
There are Russian regulars, too. armed with 
tommy-guns, and feeling tug, broad and at ease 
in their sheepskin caps, their sheepskin coats, 
their big, clumsy felt high-boots—providentia) 
equipment, wearing which one kndws one can 
march to hell without getting frostbite, unless on* 
is left out in the open wouncM. 

It speaks well for the Russian "tommies" 
who, except in the heat of battle, are rather easy¬ 
going, hamtually rather humble-minded folk, that 


scores of thousands of these cocky Prussians. 

And to think of it. that " these wretches, 
at least their airmen, have during the past 
few weeks dropped down millions of leaflets 
telling the Stalingrad garrison and the huge 
adjacent Russian armies that thev were all 
uttcrlv encircled and destroyed ! " 



Grim Battle in Russia’s Snowbound Landscape 
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RUSSIANS ADVANCING 
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In Italy Is Fascism Riding for a Fall? 

WiH Ualf craah—and when, and how ? These are questions that men are asking everywhere, 
following the crushing defeats of her armies in Abyssinina and in Libya and the series of devas* 
tatinf air raids on Genoa, Milan, Turin and Naples, tn this specially contributed article Dr. 

EDGAR STERN-RUBARTH endeavours to interpret the writing on the wall. 


I T is said that when Mussolini finally agreed 
in 1934 to grant Hitter an interview at 
Venice, he placed the Fuehrer, when they 
came to be photographed, in such a position 
that the Hebrew letters on the Decalogue 
Tables held by the Lion of St. Mark appeared 
)usl over the head of the world’s Jcw*baiter 
No. I. Today II Ducc no longer dares to 
make jokes of anv kind about the man he 
then despised as his imitator. He allowed 
himself to be tied hand and foot when he 
jumped on France's back. 

What then appeared to be an easy racket 
for squeezing a New Roman Empire out of a 
Nazi-conquered world has since been trans¬ 
formed into the greatest disaster to befall a 
would-be world power for the last thousand 
vears. Yet, such is the present attitude of the 
United Nations that there is still a loophole 
hy which Italy, if not Mus-solini and his Black¬ 
shirts. may escape ; and both the Fascists 
and their ftalian opponents within and out¬ 
side Italy know it. This is the fact behind all 
the unrest, -all the moves and counter-moves, 
observed in Rome of late, ever since Musso¬ 
lini began to “ liquidate ” or cashier such 
men as Balbo, Badoglio and Cavagnari, and 
started to “ purge ” his own party, evicting 
from it in the summer months of this year no 
fewer than 66,000 members. Many of the 
victims were high officials—among them more 
than twu-thirds of the 94 prefects (provincial 
governors), judges, civil servants and pro¬ 
vincial secretaries of the Fascist Party. His 
purge did not stop at some cf the 
greatest industrialists, landowners and nobles 
of the kingdom ; the Duce even tried to 
“ cleanse ” the Forces. But there he 
encountered opposition too strong for a 
deflated dictator . . . 

This opposition was not provoked by 
disagreement with the bitter necessity of 
uprooting graft, corruption, profiteering and 
all the other ugly phenomena of a system of 
wanton rule. It was due to other considera¬ 
tions. When Crown Prince Umberto recently 
wrested his A.D.C., Colonel Granuzzi, from 
the clutches of the O.V.R.A. (secret police) 
which wanted to shoot him and other high 
officers for “ high treason,” it was obviously 
because a large and increasingly influential 
portion of the Italian leadership and people 
has begun to interpret high treason in terms 
diametrically different from those of the 
orthodox Fascists. In conformity 
with the 600.0(X) Italians in the 
U.S.A. now freed from the 
stigma of enemy status, who are 
preparing another Garibaldi 
Legion for the liberation of their 
homeland, and with other hun¬ 
dreds of thousands elsewhere, 
they sec Italy betrayed by “ one 
man,” the ambitious wouid-be 
Caesar and his minions. 

'T'hey have good reason for 
adopting that attitude. In 
Rome, near the Piazza del Popolo, 
one of the most famous barracks 
is occupied by a German regi¬ 
ment ; visitors at the Palazzo 
Venezia must obtain first a Ger¬ 
man permit, aDer passing close 
scrutiny by Hiller's Gestapo: 
the German Embassy, with four 
lifnartmenu—rgprgtfming—the- 
main functions of a government, 
rules over all but the provincial 
administration of the country ; 
Field-Marshal Kesselring, Goer- 
ing's deputy, commands the air 
all over the “ Mare Nostrum” 
and Italy herself (leaving Italian 


MR. CHURCHILL TO THE ITALIANS 

kUR operations in French N. Africa should 
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tenable us to bring the weight of the war 
home to the Italian Fascist State in a 
manner not hitherto dreamed, of by its guilty 
leaders or, still less, by the unfortunate people 
Mussolini has led, exploited and disgraced. Al¬ 
ready the centres of war industry in N. Italy 
are being subjected to harder treatment than 
any of our cities expenenced in the winter of 1940. 
But if the enemy should in due course be biased 
from the Tunisian tip--which is our aim—the 
whole of the south of Italy, all the naval bases, 
and all the munition establishments and other 
military objectives wherever situated will be 
brought under a prolonged, scientific and shat¬ 
tering air attack. It is for the Italian people, 
forty million of them, to say whether they want 
this terrible thing to happen to their country or not. 
- i-roin the Premiers broadcast, S'ov. 39 , 1943 . 

cities and industries denuded of A.A. guns); 
and Rommel was forced on the Italians as 
Supreme Commander over the whole Medi¬ 
terranean sphere only a few weeks ago, at the 
height of his triumph. Gestapo officials sit 
in every central and local government depart¬ 
ment ; Sicily is wholly in the grasp of the 
Nazi Luftwaffe; and since Allied blows 
have begun to fall on the other.side of Italy’s 
waters, Nazi generals, headed by the German 
Army Chief, Keitel, have appeared in Rome 
itself in order to tighten their grip. 

Italy's economic life had long been com- 
^ pletely in the German grasp, depending as 
it does on a regular flow of at least 12 million 
tons of coal a year from Germany—under 
peace conditions—and forced to yield hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of skilled workers to 
Germany. Resistance on the part of Italian 
industrialists was hopeless from the beginning. 
Under a cleverly devised s)’siem of contracts, 
they had to let all their modern, efficient 
plants fall under Nazi domination. Numerous 
world-famous Italian plants (the Ansaldo, 
Montecatini, Brescia, Caproni, Breda, Pirelli, 
etc.) have fallen into the maw of Goe.ing's 
huge combine, the Ruhr magnates and the 
German Dye Tru.st. who cither took them 
over outright by obtaining the majority of 
the shares or relented them to the position 
of spare-part-making subsidiaries. In some 
cases, as had been done already in France, 
whole factories, with their engineers, foremen 



and workers, were transferred fo Germany. 
The Nazis have requisitioned the repair shops 
of Italy’s railways. They have stolen so 
much of Italy's agricultural produce that 
on her rich soil rations have to be lower than 
anywhere except in starving Greece and 
Poland. Italy has even (o go begging for 
limber in Finland, again giving foodstuffs 
in exchange, since her armies faiM to subdue 
Yugoslavia whence she used to import it. 

It is to be expected that, in these circum¬ 
stances, there is not much love lost between 
the Italian people and the masters whom 
Mussolini's megalomania has foi.stcd upon 
them. But after the loss by Rommel of what 
little had remained of Italy’s African Fmpirc, 
after the invasion by an Anglo-American 
armada and air force of her own waters, 
what can Italy do about it ? 

'T'hat question was pondered, and answered, 
* long before the blow fell. Loosely knit at 
first, a camoriUa had developed, centring on 
the Royal House ; the generals and admirals, 
the nobility, estate owners, financiers, in¬ 
dustrialists and, with the exception of the 
Archbishops of Naples and Milan, the high 
clergy, had all come to (he conclusion that 
Fascism spelt ruin—cither way; and now 
a second opposition group is forming among 
the’‘Traditionalists” and Youthful Radicals 
of the Fascist party itself. With a victorious 
Axis, Italy would come under Hitler’s 
heel, as a mere puppet-state, run and ex¬ 
ploited by (he “Great Ally ” ; with a 
defeat of Hiller, she would have to share his 
doom ... Unless, of course, she could desert 
(he Axis cause in time. Quite a number of 
peace feelers have been put out during the 
last year, by way of Vatican circles favouring 
the “ Latin Bloc ” idea, anii-Fascists in 
exile, and relatives of the Italian royal family. 

There seemed, however, to be no silver 
lining on the clouded horizon while Musso¬ 
lini lorded it inside the country. Yel. Italy's 
army leaders have made a move that may 
have far-reaching cons^uences: when the 
new Mediterranean situation arose they 
declined all German help for the defence of 
their own soil. Forming new armies—Italy 
desires to defend herself alone, if need be by 
withdrawing from the Dalmatian coast, and 
even leaving Sicily and Sardinia unprotected 
but for the Luftwaffe. Yet Hitler, as afraid 
of his “ unprotected ’ ’ allies as of 
the enemy, is pouring divisions 
across the Brenner. 

'To be on the safe side, how- 
*• ever, a few weeks ago tens 
of thousands of workers of his 
Todt Organization began to 
build a “South Wall’*—along 
the Italian border. The Fuehrer 
may envisage an Allied assault 
somew'hcre on southern Italian 
territory after the ultimatum de¬ 
livered by the R.A.F., whose 
blows have been felt by Genoa, 
Milan, Turin, and Naples, and 
among other disasters provoked 
sanguinary clashes between a 
powerful underground move¬ 
ment and Fascist gunmen. He 
may fear a revolution that would 
smash the whole Fascist machin- 
-ery—and— r es orroot a — hami 
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democratic Italy who would turn 
against her seducer. H is assump¬ 
tions may well be correct. Cer¬ 
tainly a large part of the Italian 
population already secs not us 
but him as the enemy; they 
may soon be the majority. 






Ereader * CrwsaderM* 

In command of our First Army in North Africa is fifty-year-old Lt-Gen. Kenneth Arthur Noel Anderson, CB^ M.C. 

The First Army has for its badge the " Crusader ^ flash. To quote from the Order of the Day issued when it was introduced 
last stvnmer, ** Just as of old the Crusaders wore on their shields the sign of the Cross ... so we carry this emblem to 
show our unity of purpose in the dedicatkm of ourselves to the rescue of Europe from the grip of barbarism . . 


431 






432 


iVorfJb AJiricm Mwwa^Mi ftlT AUiem 

Id aD bstofy tbere k«< hp»n qq «»m4i armada as that wliidi Geoeral Eisoibowci's AlBed 

Army <n the shores erf Morocco and Algeria, t, Godb carried inshore by land ing - craf t being man- 
banded up the near Algiers 2 , Above an old fort blasted into swrender by dve-bembets 
of die U.S. navy, ** OM Glory " flies hi triomph. 3» British 1 st Amy par a tioo| » all smBes at Algiers. 




Vhey Cmvmm fa JKaMMvfjt m ViriewMm 

Fortanatdy, Frendi resistance to the Anglo-American mvasan was dtort-lived, and the good accord 
that was es-dong tstaMphed is witnessed by this scene (4) <rf the American and British flags bong 
hoisted over Ailed wide a French guard of boooarsahrtcs. Si One of the 500 transports which 
broo^ the troops acres the Atlantic. 6 and y, Amsican troops coming ashore at Anai, near Oran. 
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.4wn€rica CowHe» io Africa 

Along the dusty highway skirting the Atlantic coast, American sddiers march from Fedala to Casa- 
Manca, the great naval base which, alter some stiff lighting, surren^reJ to the Allies on Nov. ft, 194 Z 
Arabs on mules and a very sup^or-looking ramfi give an oriental touch to the sane. In the lower 
photograph more of General Eisenhower's warriors move out to battle up a cactus-fringed road. 








VIEWS & REVIEWS 

by Hamilton Fyfe 


I N 1886, when Admiral of the Fleet Lord 
Chatiicid joined the Royal Navy, the 
British nation considered its first line of 
defence perfect. A few years before it had 
been shouting, in defiance of Tsarist Russia : 

We've got the ships, 

We've got the men, 

We’ve got the money, too I 

If it had known the truth about our ships 
and men as it is revealed in Lord Chalficld's 
book The Navy and Defence (Heincmann. 
t5s.), it would not have slept .so well o’ nights. 

In half a century great changes have been 
made. It is due to l^rd Chatfkeld and a few 
more like him—never very many—that those 
changes have almost all been improvements. 
The Navy has been transformed since he 
passed out of the Britannia. It certainly 
needed transformation. He tells the story in 
a straightforward, sailor-tike style, throwing 
in frequent references to his domestic life, 
telegrams announcing births of children, 
troubles with furnished houses ; and telling 
often, too, how he got a little bit of shooting 
or stuck pigs or made a century at cricket. 
All of which makes it a pleasantly human 
reeprd as well as one of historical value. 

The bearded men who commanded our 
ships in those days had plenty of individu* 
alily. They were, many of them, “ powerful 
personalities, ” but few of them were mentally 
alert. When they combined intellect with 
character, they tended to be intolerant and 
quarrelsome, as Jacky Fisher and Percy Scott 
were. To those two Lord Chatficid gives 
the chief credit for ” changing the whole 
fighting outlook of the Navy ” : but he 
admits that Fisher was too headlong in his 
methods, sometimes even brutaL and that 
Scott' ‘ bad a cocksure manner which brooked 
no argument and added to an unpopularity 
created by a forceful ‘ manner ’ of pushing 
his wares.” 

Naval officers at that period were mostly 
inclined tb suspect and dislike innovations. 
They felt uncomfortable if it was suggested 
they should gel out of their old ruts, use their 
minds, alter their methods. One cause of this 
was that in general they drank too much. 
When, as a young gunnery officer, Lieut. 
Chatficid introduced many much-needed 
reforms in a ship which had an inefficient 
captain and an antiquated second-in- 
command, he received a certificate, not com¬ 
mending his good work, as he expected, but 
merely saying he had “ conducted himself 
with sobriety,” as if that was very unusual. 

V^HEN he got his first ship as midshipman, 
** the hard drinking that went on in the 
gunroom was ” not untypical.” The sub¬ 
lieutenant in charge was ” not infrequently 
drunk.” and the other officers the same. The 
boy's first evening taught him what to expect. 
After dinner another sub-Iicutcnant rushed 
in, ” pursued by the Captain’s orderly whom 
he had just insulted. His first act was to raise 
his walking-stick and sweep all the tumblers, 
wine-glasses and decanters off the table. 
Glass flew in all directions. He then called to 
the waiters in a drunken voice to open the 
trap-hatch to the pantry, a small opening 
about two feet square. With a cry to the 
frightened mess-boys in the pantry, * Catch 
me or I'll kill you.' he then ran and dived 
head foremost through the trap-hatch, amaz¬ 
ingly witnoui nuriing nimscii severeiyV 

With such examples before them, the sea¬ 
men for the most part drank hard, broke their 
leave, and committed petty offences against 
discipline. When shore leave was granted 
patrols had to be landed to keep order, stop 
ffahts, arrest drunken men. “It is good to 


compare the fine yet Imperfect material of 
those days with the highly-educated, self- 
respecting seamen that have now been devel¬ 
op^—to me the finest representatives of our 
countrymen. Drunkenness is almost unknown 
among them, and leave-breaking is looked 
down upon (instead of being almost the 
fashion) and occurs comparatively seldom.” 

This has largely been brought about by the 
change in the ships. The type of man who 
” went aloft in a gale at night or hauled on 
the main brace or sheet without encourage¬ 
ment because his life depended on it ” has 
become a skilled seaman-mechanic, able to 
use and repair delicate machinery. The 
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” trusty carthorse has given place to the 
Derby winner.” This has made it necessary 
to alter methods of handling the lower deck 
and the spirit in which they are led and 
trusted. ” The modern seaman may be more 
critical of those who command him. require 
greater care, attention and comfort, hut well 
handled you can get more out of him because 
he has more to give. ’ ’ 

Lord Chatficid recognizes that ” to live 

a sailor's life in a ship of war is hard and 
trying. He has none of the comforts known 
to the civilian, or indeed to the other fighting 
Services. His work is unregulated by the 
clock, because he must cope with weather and 
emergencies which happen only on the seas. 
No sailor can go to his hammock with cer¬ 
tainty that he will not be roused in the night. 
Returning from wet and cold work in a boat, 
no hot toth and armchair await him, nor 
does the barrack gate stand ajar for him to 
join his family in the evening. He sits at meals 
on a hard wooden form at the wooden mess- 
table ... No individual could live a con¬ 
tented life under the White Ensign unless he 
was trained to it from boyhood, and had the 
spirit of comradeship and unselfish service 
impressed on him in his malleable teens.” 

The A.B. is good-tempered, ” because ill- 
temper in a ship does not pay and speedily 
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leads to ruin.” He is cheerful and optimistic 
” because he must so often live on hope.” 
I.ord Chatficid has found it of absorbing 
interest to command seumcn. He knows they 
like ” a firm but just hand over them, the 
unruly puni.shcd, the W'ell-conducted re¬ 
warded.” The portrait he draws docs equal 
credit to (hem and to him. 

There has been change too in (he relations 
between the Navy and the Admiralty. Even 
in 1919 they were ” poles apart.” The Board 
seemed to he separated altogether from the 
sailor, it w^s ” a body that wore top-hats and 
was his permanent enemy.” That was 
improved by making our Navy Department 
less bureaucratic, substituting naval private 
secretaries for civil servants, creating a better 
understanding between the latter and the 
men in the ships. 

Some very grave and dangerous defects 
in the Admiralty system during the 1914 war 
Lord Chatficid exposes in his account of the 
poor-quality shells supplied to the Fleet and 
used with weak effect at the Dogger Bark 
and in the Battle of Jutland. Our gunnery 
was better than that of the Germans, btii 
they said our shells were ” laughable,” and 
they were right. The officials in Whitehall 
stuck to it that there was nothing wrong. 
Only when trials had proved the contrary 
could they be made to give the Navy shells 
that would pierce armour as those of the 
enemy did. 


CoMFOSE ought to have been hanged for 
this.. Beatty wrote a letter to be published 
if he was killed, telling where the blame lay. 
But he was not killed, apd the letter did not 
appear. A report made by Lord Chatficid 
raised the question whether an inquiry should 
be held and tho.se who had so grossly failed 
in judgement brought to book. It was decided 
to let the matter rest, since ” an inquiry would 
inevitably drag into its list of witnesses all 
kinds of personalities.” So, to save a few 
prominent people, the folly which had lost 
so many lives and ships was overlooked. 
Social considerations overcame national. 
The guilty escaped scot-free. 

The Admiralty erred also when it announced 
during the first stage of Jutland that the 
German Battle Fleet was not at sea ; but this 
did not much affect the course of the battle, 
though some ships came under very heavy 
fire and suffered severe damage. Lord Chat- 
field's account of the engagement is vivid 
and exciting, though there are points in it 
which make me feel a little uneasy. For 

Ml._tvs iUtfibutes_to chance the siL 

houetting of our ships against a clear sky 
and the enveloping of the enemy’s in ths 
gloom of a dull grey sky. Surely there was 
more than ehance in this ? Again, he men¬ 
tions that an order given by him to alter course 
was ” misheard.” Alarming to think such 
a thing could happen during a critical action ! 





Bizerta’s Significance in Tomorrow’s Strategy 

Very much in the news is BtserU, the great French base in Tunisia which was seized by the ^is 
in mid-November. Some conception oT its importance to the one side and the other is provided 
by this article by Capt. FRANK H. SHAW. 



U NLJKF tragic Singapore. Bizerla—the “ Was thh the face that launched a thousand Any surface fleet desirous of denying this 
most important port between Algiers ships?" he quotes. To gain a correct passage to the Axis forces would be liable 
and Alexandria—is strongly defended impression of the outstanding value of to relentless attack by U-boat and from 
against attack from the landward side as well Bireria^ however, one must look beneath its the air, by U-boats based on Bizerta itself 
as from the sea: and the siowing-up of our mediocre surface. It is far more vital to and the Sicilian ports, by aircraft flying 
First Army's advance to the occupation Mediterranean strategy than ever Singapore not only from Sicilian and Southern Italian 
of Tunisia was not surprising in view of the was to the Pacific, for it commands one of airfields but also from Pantellaria—the rocky 
circumsiances. The French have always the most important stretches of sea-water islet lying roughly midway between Malta 
bexTH masters of fortification, and when in the world, one that is next in importance and Bizerta. Pantellaria is to Mussolini 
Admiral Museiier was pul in supreme to the English Channel. Admiral Masclier what the Maginot Lint was to France; 
command of the defences of this vital base, transformed it into a most formidable a strategic certainty. 

he employed excellent craRsmen to make it arsenal, for not only was this distinguished „ . .. n:,..,- ..a Tunisia as a whole 

as nearly impregnable as might be. Heavy French sailor responsible for its naval inl^^L^hands Pamcllaria^^^^^ 

batleries-^their guns having a range of over efficiency, but he was placed in supreme f can KmiS St 

25 miles—command all land approaches charge of its air facilities ; and the present j Kv AiiirH forrAc tin 

from south and west. Similar ‘ weapon, war i, proving daily that sea-power is ?h, sS^^rficId' ol ?h^h 

dominate the narrows between thts pointing dependent on air-powcr for continued aircraft oocratina from Bizerta's spacious 

linger of territory and Sicilv. Attack from potency. He worked well, and established mi,,^ kUo? .irnnnnrtjntc Ant Af 

the sea bv the United Nations might be Airfields of unique value. Many of these are to ^ 

cosily in A high degree: it is an accepted already in Allied hands; each fresh capture Kal^rne Tra^^ 

fact that ships are almost impotent against must bring added qualms to Axis hearts. ^at>orne tranic oi me uniica iNaiioiis. 

fixed defences. Once wc have secured air-suprcmacy in this Once Bi/erta and Tunis fall into our hands, 

_ the sysicmalic subjugation of all 5>oulh 

Italy Sicily becomes 

the 

as as 
air-attack. 

transferred his humiliated nav^ —or 
f{;agments remain—to Venice and the 

Adriatic ports, these harbours are brought 
A — - . . within easy range of our heaviest bombers. 

Taranto automatically loses whatever value 


D tzFKTA is. indeed, the most vital citadel of all 
the Middle Sea. It is good for defence; 
hut its capacity as a taking-o(f place for 
attack cannot be overestimated. No wonder 
Hitler is stripping his F.ustcrn Front to bolster 
up its defence ! By striking a ruthless blow 
at Tunisia the Allies have sealed the Fuehrer’s 
death-warrant in Russia. In aiming to hold 
both the Russian line and Tunisia he stands 
to lose both, as events arc proving. 

Naval control of the Mediterranean is like* 


niZERTA, kay-polnt ot N. TunitU, wi« »ecwi>i«d by AsU troeiM. I*r(«ly alrbarna, follow)n| tha 
Alli«d occupation of Alforto. By tho «nd of Novombor it wz* roportod that lomo 20,OM of tho 
enomy had rozchod thz Biz*rtz>Tuni« zroz. Thi* photo thowt tbo wztorwzy thzt connzett tkz 
eutor hzrbour witti Che Innzr Izko. (Szo dizfrzm oppozito.) i'hatc, A..V ..1. 


wise dci^ndent on the ^session of this area. 
With the Italian surface navy practically 
confined to its harbours. Axis sca-strutcgy 


can consist only in the employment of suh- 


Riit Bizerta and (he adjoining country 
form a prize worlh winning—and winning 
quickly. This very considerable naval base and 
airport is nothing less than a pistol pointed 
at Italy's heart. With Bizerta and Tunis— 
which latter city possesses at Golctta a notable 
harbour—in our hands, Mussolini's position 
would become well-nigh desperate. 

IMot that, at first glance, Bizcr(a impresses 
^ ’ an observer as being anything extraordin¬ 
ary: it is u typically shabby French colonial 
city. The French are not—they never were— 
really good colonists; and this town which 
at present commands the whole world's 
interest is uninspiring. It is the usual 
North African blend of cast and west: 
tawdry, dishevelled, none too sanitary; 
where veiled women rub shoulders with e.x- 
Parisian cocotlcs parading their slightly 
bedraggled finery along neglected streets. 
None the less, it is the focal centre of some 
of the richest territories along the entire 
North African littoral: Tunisia is a rich 
country, and, properly handled -the French 


only c.xploited it-its mineral and vegetable 
wealth would be incalculable. 

EvciT so, a first glance makes for disap¬ 
pointment. Kipling, in his Village that 
Voted the Earth was Flat, expressed-amaze- 
ment that any place (hat had made so much 
history as Huckley should be so mean. 


vicinity, the annihilation of Italy, as an Axis 
accomplice, follows as a matter of course. 
The narrows, between Bizerta and Sicily 
are roughly ISO miles wide; and with the 
exception of the negligible Straits of Messina, 
form the only channel between the Western 
Mediterranean and the Eastern. 

Every ship steaming cast and west between 
GibraUar and Port Said must negotiate 
this narrow stretch of water, which is seldom 
rendered unobservable, especially from the 
air. By virtue of its narrowness, this short 
stretch can easily be crossed by Axis sea- 
transport under cover of darkness ; and were 
Axis shipping available, which it is not, 
to reinforce Bizerta and all Tunisia by 
wholesale, would be a comparatively simple 
mailer. That is why haste is the essence 
of (he contract in our attempts to subjugate 
the region. Working frantically, running a 
shuttle service from Palermo to Bizerta, 
loading and unloading at top speed, an 
entire army with its heaviest equipment 
might be thrown into Tunisia in a dog-watch 

—__ I- .. r-i. 
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such an inrush: Admiral Museiier and his 
consultants saw to that. Its dock facilities 
are almost unique ; and the approaches to 
the port itself lend themselves to a baffling 
tactical use; the whole entrance can be 
mined and boomed without great difficulty. 
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marines. Valctta, in Malta, was the only 
harbour open to Allied warships between 
Gibraltar and Alexandria until the recent 
occupation of Morocco and Algeria ; and 
the ports of these countries arc not much 
better than open roadsteads. Malta, until 
Sicily is subjugated, is a precarious haven 
at best. But if Bizerta be overcome and 
safely in our hands, an overwhelming anti¬ 
submarine flotilla can be based there in 
complete safely. Conceivably, before sur¬ 
rendering, the Axis will apply a " scorched 
earth " policy to Tunisia ; but even so, 
(he skeleton of a great and invaluable 
harbour will remain. Admiral Museiier saw 
to it that the port of Bizerta was prepared 
for practically all eventualities, it has dry 
docks capable of holding the greatest battle¬ 
ships. It has repair shops in adequate 
supply. It has superbly designed and pro¬ 
tected submarine docks. All the destroyers 
and corvettes and " mosquito craft " neces¬ 
sary to overwhelm the Axis U-boat flotillas 
can harbour in the port or its spacious 
approaches. From its airfields not only can 


tKimbcr-aitacks Dc launcnea ai me vuineraoic 


belly of Furope, but sea-patrolling aircraft, 
equipped to tackle the submarine threat, 
can operate with ease. 

No wonder that, to secure possession 
of this unique stronghold. General Anderson 
and his Allies are taking infinite pains ! 




r 


Finest Harbour on the North African Coastline 



TUNISIA'S CHIEF FONT, Niz*rt*. Ii«« ac ch« h*ad oC Ch« CmIF of Tools. Tho harbovr works woro kofon lo ISfi. whon tho lakos ware dratfgad and 
channolt constructed to admit warskips. At Farryvilla are situated tko arsonal and naval ostaWishmcftta. Two large aerodromes kava recentijr been 
built, one on the shores tho take of Biserta, and the ocher near the outer harbour. Top, right. Biaorta station on the railway to Tunis and Sfaa.. 
Tof left, seeae at a bazaar, PAGE 437 tKntn ImH, Vfawtne ky tauritty o{ t k* Spkm 















THE WA R IN TH E AIR 

by Capt. Norman Macmillan^ M.C., A.F.C. 


T iif. hard core of the air war has crystal* 
li/ed over the area surrounding the 
broken, natural central bridge of 
the Mediterranean, where land, which has 
since subsided, once joined Furope with 
Africa and divided the inland sea into two 
great lakes. Across this bridge the pro* 
historic monsters fought their way south¬ 
wards to escape f^rom the rigours of the 
I uropcan lee .\gc. Today, modern monsters 
in the shape tanks have crossed from 
Europe, using ship and aeroplane where the 
sea hus covered the missing span. 

Everywhere the tempo of the air war is 
rising, for it is the speed of aircraft which 
giv.;s them their advantage over all other 
we. p>ns of war and vehicles of war 
ir.msport. 

Above the narrow stretch of water that 


and gave the Luftwaffe the opportunity to 
deploy dive-bombers against the front-line 
troops of the First Army Nvithout having to 
face the fury of the Spitfires. 

it may have been partly the local air 
superiority which the Axis forces enjoyed in 
the air over the advanced battle area that 
enabled them to force the slight withdrawal 
of the advanced elements of the First Army 
to more favourable positions where cover was 
easier to improvise. 

In this situation it is possible to perceive 
tiK clcar'^lcsson of modern tactical warfare, 
namely, that the movement of surface forces, 
either by land or sea, without the air cover of 
the most effective types of fighter aircraft is 
fraught with grave risks when such movement 
takes (he forces concerned into a xonc where 
enemy aircraft can operate in force. 


British Advanced Air Striking Force ; and 
ag^'n during the Battle of Britain. The 
effect of such action is too temporary, unless 
overwhelming surprise is achieved, as was 
the case when the Luftwaffe bombed the 
Dutch and Belgian Air Forces before dawn 
on May 10, 1940, with no declaration of war. 

With these past examples known, there was 
no reason to assume that bombing the 
aerodromes at Bizerta and Tunis would be 
effective in reducing Axis air superiority over 
an advanced fighting zone to a degree which 
could compensate for the absence of short- 
range United Nations fighters. 

'T’he mileages involved arc of special interest. 
* Bone to Bizerta is 120 miles, to Tunis 136 
miles; Malta to Tunis is 236 miles ; Marsala 
(Sicily) to Tunis is 142 miles. The front¬ 
line fighting at Matcur is 22 miles south-west 
of Bizerta ; in the Tebourba sector it is 20 
miles west of Tunis. 

The crucial part of the ground operations 
is associated with the Axis possession of two 
important advanced aerodromes, and tho 
United Nations lack of them. Small wonder. 



separates C.'pe Bon from the nearest part of 


The most important reinforcement to any then, that Mr. Churchill, speaking at Brad¬ 
ford on Dec. 5. indicated that it 
would be no easy task to drive the 
Axis completely out of Tunisia. It 
will be a hard fight, its course 
dictated by the situation in the air. 

Realizing this, the Axis have sent 
many of their latest aircraft (o 
North Africa. Among (hem arc 
Messerschmitt l09Gs and Junkers 
86Ps. substratosphere lighter and 
bomber rcsp«llvely. One of the 
few large Blohm and Voss 6-en- 
gined, 45-ton flying-boats pos¬ 
sessed by the enemy was shot 
down off the Tunisian coast ; orig¬ 
inally designed for transatlantic 
air transport, it was converted into 
a troop-carrier, and believed to 
accommodate 80 troops. 

'T'iif advantage (he AnKricans are 
securing from their policy to 
build 25 per cent of all multi-en¬ 
gined aircraft as air transports is 
beginning to show to advantage 
in the Pacific war zone. A com¬ 
plete field hospital, flown into the 
Papuan area of the island of New 
Guinea in ten large transports, was 
working south of Buna the day 
after its arrival. Two-ton 105- 
millimetre guns were flown 1,500 

ROYAL DUTCH STEEL WORKS V«»Mn. n«ar Ymuidan, ph«tofr»ph«d altar a ratant attack by twa un- milcS from Australia tO the Buna- 
atcartad Rattan bembart during a dariifht raid an Garman-accupiad HaMand. A, frababJa bjirtt nbar area where the Jananece 

crantpartar erana tarvlnf laundry batin. R, Smaka Iran* aaplatlan naar caka>avan am in 

burttinf amang tankt at bancal by>praduct plants. PAelo. Hruiyt OJunl: Cra»a ( ofiynfkt aiC hemmed in against thCll beach¬ 

head ; each gun. with its crew 


the Sicilian coast must wage an air battle for 
mastery of the sky. For that stretch of 
ninety miles is within the range compass of 
the swiftest and most deadly fighters—those 
of the Hurricane, Spitfire, and Mc*sser- 
Schmitt classes ; and whoever holds aero¬ 
dromes on both sides of the broken span of 
the bridge holds an important military 
advantage. Indeed, no advance into Europe 
through Sicily by United Nations forces can 
be contemplated until British and American 
fighter squadrons can operate from aero¬ 
dromes in Sicily in addition to those at Tunis 
and Bizerta. 

The British First Army advanced eastward 
from Algeria after the union of French North 
Africa with the cause of the United Nations. 
Paratroops were dropped in advance to seize 
points ahead of the army and to deny them to 


Army was rapid in the direction of Bizerta 
and Tunis, it carried troops far in advance 
of the forward airfield at B6ne, and clo.se to 
the Axis-held airfields at Bizerta and Tunis. 

That advance stretched the Allied front in 
Tunisia almost beyond the effective range of 
Spitfire short-range fighters based on ^ne, 


tactical advance is that given by short-range 
fighter aircraft, which arc at once the fastest, 
most manoeuvrable, and swiftest climbing 
aircraft, and arc therefore capable of domin¬ 
ating (he day sky over which they operate. 

It was therefore important (hat advanced 
landing-grounds should have been con¬ 
structed quickly in the rear of the line of 
advance of the First Army to enable the short- 
range lighters to maintain cover over the 
troops engaging the enemy. Undoubtedly, 
the mountainous country in North Tunisia is 
not favourable to the swift construction of 
aerodromes : and in the first stage of the 
action the alternative course of bombing the 
Axis-held forward aerodromes at Bizerta and 
Tunis was adopted. 

'T'here has been repeated proof during the 
^ course of (he War that the bombina of 


aerodromes is not a satisfactory method ot 
reducing enemy air power. This was demon¬ 
strated during the Norwegian campaign when 
Stavanger aerodrome was one of Bomber 
Command's principal targets ; during the 
German attack on France when the Luftwaffe 
failed to knock out the squadrons of the 
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and tractor, was carried from Australia to 
New Guinea in a Fortress, but the last lap 
over the Owen Stanley Mountains was made 
by smaller transport aircraft better able to 
use the forward landing-ground, each one 
carrying half the load t^rnc by a Fortress. 
The guns were in action soon afler their 
arrival in the fighting zone. 

The R.A.F. has no substantia] number of 
air transport aircraft yet, but this is a gup 
which must be made good. 

On Friday. Dec. 4, American Liberator 
bombers made the first United States attack 
on Italian metropolitan territory by appearing 
suddenly over Naples in daylight, and scoring 
direct hits on a battleship and other targets. 

Two American pilots have power-dived the 
Thunderbolt fighter to a speed of 725 m.p.h., 
probably the fastest speed yet attained by man. 


ueiiiian ajicrair iiave uceii uisll'vl'icu lu ue 
using phosphorus-loaded bullets ; one British 
air navigator, wounded by one, died of 
phosphorus poisoning six days after an 
operation successfully extracted the particles 
of metal. The R.A.F. must remember this 
when the day of reckoning comes. In air 
fighting this is foul play. 





Mustangs Are the Eyes of the Army 


M ustangs ax« the product of North American Aviation, 
' Inc., of loglewood, California, and have appropriately 
been termed the " ^es of the Army.'* Used extensively by 
Army Cooperation Command of the RAP., these powerful 
fichters are now cooperating with Fighter Command and have 
scored outstanding successes ever the Continent. Amony their 
many targets have been railway engines, guo posts, bridges 
and important lines of communication. 

These machines have a wing span of 37 ft. 3 in., a length 
of 31 ft. 3 in., and are fitted with a single 1.150 h.p. engine. 
A distinguishing feature is^he shallow radiator aft of the wings. 
I The tapered fin and rudder has a square apex, and the cockpit 
j cover is comparatively short. Mustangs habitually fly at what 
the R.A.F. calls "0 feet," that is, skimming the sea and tree-tops, 
in their long-distance trips to attack enemy targets. Their first 
big test <ame with the Dieppe raid on August tp, 29.12. and 
subsequent attacks were made on other viiu centres with such 
success that an A>ncrican air expert, Maj. T. Hitchcock, declares 
that the Mustang will prove the “best fighter for 1943." 
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Halifaxes Respond Well to Hospital Treatment 



R eturning from » raid <» Turin on the night of November i8.1943 a Halifax bomber 
was discovered to be on fire : a powerful flare had caucht alight and had not 
dropped cl:ar. Flames spread to one wing, and soon the aircraft was filled with smoke. 
The captain (Wing Cmdr. B. V. Robinson, O.S.O., D.F.C.) ordered the bomb doors to be 
opened in the hope of releasing the burning flare, but it could not be moved. With 
the fire spreading and the Alps ont^ a few miles ahead, a crash seemed ineviuble ; so 
he order^ the crew to jump out bf parachute. He was preparing to jump himself 
when the fire suddenljr went out, and he brought the machine safely back to England. 

That speaks volumes, not only for the heroism and determination of the pilot, Imt for 
his aircraft Many and many a time a Halifax has stood up to severe jainishment 
and has made a successful return. As will be seen from the photographs in this page, 
taken at a depot in the north, the wounded Halifaxes are overhauled, repaired, and 
put back into service as good as new. t, Dismantling a damued plane: 3. repairing 
a damaged nose, and 3, a shell-tom fuselage. 4, Another Halifax in hospital. When 
a plane is too badly damaged for repair, components are reduced to salvage, after the 
sound parts have been removed and sent to store for future use. Pkaoi. CriUral Prttt 








BENGHAZI, capital of Cyraaaica, 
«/Ccupio4 by tho Stb Army on Nov. 
20, IM2. waa flrit Caban by Britiah 
Imperial forcaa under Gen. Wavell 
on Feb. 7, 1041. Swbaeouent evaeua* 
tien by our troopa and occupation 
by the Germane >iere announced a 
few vreeba later, on April 3. In Nov. 
1941 the aecond Bricith drive into 
Libya began, and by Cbritcmai Eve 
dnita of Gen. Ilitchie'a army bad 
awept into Benghati, having covered 
(he 2S0 milea from Derna in five 
(iaya. Again the tide of war turned, 
end on Jan. 20, 1042 the Brltiah with- 
ditw. Advancing from Jedabia, 
Bommel occupied the town ; and 
during the enauing montha conatant 
bombing attaeba were made by 
Allied pianea operating from Egypt. 

Men of theOth Army in lorri'ea (top 
photo) patting the wrechage of Axia 
motor trantport at they entered the 
place on Nov. 20. 1042. Immediately 
above, heonly.intoreated inhebitanta 
watch Auttralian infantry marching 
through the atreett on f^b. 7, 1041. 
Right, the crew of a South ‘African 
armoured car column enjoy their 
Ch^'atmaa fare on the Cathedral 
Hole at Benghaii—a photo taben 
on Dec. 24. 1041. 

Pkotos, Bnhsk Ofieuil: C rci. ii Copyrigh! 
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THE HOME FRONT 

by E« Royston Pike 


W HEN did you last see the “ drunken 
sailor” of the convivial chorus—ora 
drunken soldier, airman or civilian ? 
More beer is being drunk, and more people 
arc drinking it. But ve’ry seldom do wc see 
nowadays the rolling drunkard who.* accord¬ 
ing to G. K. Chesterton, made the rolling 
F.ngiish road, going home trailed through (he 
gutter by his ^draggled wife (complete with 
black eye) and quiverful of sniffing, ragged 
little urchins. Few there are who, visibly 
at least, take ” one over the eight.” Maybe 
it is because to reach the eighth round is an 
expensive business, taxation being what it 
is ; it was very much easier to escape from 
Hogarth's London when the gin 
shops established above their straw- 
strewn cellars used to advertise: 

” Drunk for a penny, dead drunk for 
two pence, straw for nothing. ’ ’ May¬ 
be it is t^ause (he composition of 
present-day beer is such that a cup 
of lea brewed so that a mouse could 
dance on it is a much more harmful 
beverage. Long before the eighth 
glass wc have hud more than enough 
of—water. Or it may be that we are 
constitutionally more temperate than 
our fathers were, and know better 
when to stop. 

'puns.too. have changed a lot. Those 
^ dazzling establishments de¬ 
scribed by the English reformer J. A. 
Roebuck a hundred years ago— 

*' splendid windows, brass rods and- 
ornaments, a fine showy counter, 
immense tubs of spirits and gay dam¬ 
sels ready to serve it "—these arc as 
dead as the “spit and sawdust ” bars 
once favoured by the proletariat. The 
public house is now a very respectable 
place—so respectable, indeed, that it 
IS ceasing to be a man's sanctum. This 
is one of the conclusions reached by 
Dr. Ernest Barker, who after a life¬ 
time spent in the study and teaching 
of political thought has recently de¬ 
voted his attention to an analysis of 
our drinking hubks during the war 
Writing in the monthly bulletin of the 
!•ellowship of Freedom and Reform, 
he notes that the ” local " has been 
quietly but successfully invaded by 
women ; it has become the '* gossip- 
shop of both sexes,” with darts and 
other diversions jointly shared. He regards 
this a'an inevitable development: women are 
working everywhere side by side with men : 
they naturally come to sit by their side, and 
drink by their side, in times of leisure. And. 
indeed, he sees some good in it. Women 
may bring a breath of fresh air into a frowsty 
aimosphcrc. he says, and sweeten and 
humanize the pubs. There may also be some 
evil, but "as long as beer is (he drink the 
evil is a possibility rathet than a fact.” 

r^R. Barker is not so happy, however, 
about the drawing of the young—of 
both sexes and particularly young toys still in 
their teens -into the public house. They have 
money burning in their pockets ; they have 
been working by the side of grown-ups to 
earn the money ; they want a fling. In 
spile of the efforts of " the Trade ” to 
maintain discipline there is a good deal of 
noisy display : and " to spend 9s. a week 
on toer would seem to be moderation in the 
view of lads who arc earning £3 or £4 a 
week.” To continue my quotation: 

“ Reflection suggests that it is in no way sur- 
prisinf that drinking should have increased. 
The unemployed have ceased to be unemjdcyed, 
and they can now get their pint of beer (that, I 
confess, makes me happy). The community 


generally is earning good wages and in these days 
of restricted supplies it has few things on which it 
can spend It turns to beer—beer and tobacco— 
and tobacco nr>i more than beer." From re¬ 
ports received lately it woutd seem that the lad 
who spends ps. a week on beer will ^end iSs. on 
cigarettes ; indeed, one observer records that " it 
is not far from the truth to say that for every 
shilling ^>ent on beer most adolescents spend four 
on cigarettes.” How shall we judge of this 
habit } ” When I drink a glass of beer (which is 

rarely) or smoke a pipe of tobacco (which is far 
more freqiientlyi I say to mjrself, ' 1 am paying 
my taxes ; and this is a painless and indeed a 
pleasant mode of extraction.' When a community 
at war, under a system of high indirect taxes, 
drinks and smokes it is not going to the dogs. 


Anyhow it smokes far more than it drinks, and 
beer is an innocent compared with tobacco.” 

Ts* truth it is all to the good that ** pubs ” 
^ have changed, since there are still plenty of 
places where the Sabbatarians do (heir best to 
cnsure*that the choice shall still lie between 
"gloom and drink,” as those penetrating 
and authoritative writers on English social 
history, J. L. and Barbara Hammond, put it 
in their book. The Age of the Chartists. A 
century ago the English Sunday was a fear¬ 
some institution. Sunday theatres were 
frowned upon : W. Friesc-Creene had not 
invented his moving-picture camera ; public 
transport was in its infancy, and even 
excursion (rains were condemned by the 
more strait-laced since women making day- 
trips to the country and seaside were exposed 
to the temptations of vice . . . 

To quote from the Hammonds again, ” For the 
masses of the working classes there was only one 
day in which they were free of the discipline of 
mill and workshop. On that day they were 
refused recreation of mind or body, music or 
games, beauty of art or nature.” In the London 
of Little Dorrit “There was nothing to see but 
streets, streets, streets ; there was nothiog to 
breathe but streets, streets, streets.” That was a 
century ago ; are things very much better today f 
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Recently there was published a letter above 
the signatures of Mr. Leslie Henson and 
seventy other leading actors and actrc&scs 
staling that ” owing to the persistent action 
taken by the Lord's Day.Oh^rvance Society 
in upholding the law passed in 1677 and 
never repealed or adjusted to modern, re¬ 
quirements ” they regretted that *‘ we arc 
not allowed to give stage performances for 
any charity, or performance to which money 
is subscriM, on any Sunday.'' 

making it clear that actors and 
actresses will still be happy ” to give 
their services for the free entertainment of 
His Majesty’s forces, the Lord’s Day Ob¬ 
servance Society having no jurisdiction over- 
these activities,” Mr. Flcnson declares that: 

” We ere nat going to wangle round the law 
any longer, although it it being wangled all over 
England by selling tickets through clubs. We can¬ 
not perform for charity on Su.vdays unless the 
money is taken through clubs, although 
cinemas everywhere are open, and the B.B.C. 
broadcasts plays every Sunday. At a Sun¬ 
day concert Mr. George Robey, who has 
raised thousand^ of pounds for good causes, 
may hot put on his eyebrows. Recently at 
a Sunday show at the Coliseum, because 
the frock worn by a soprano looked like a 
crinoline the show was stopped and the 
singer had to change into street clothes 
before being allowed by the L.C.C. repre¬ 
sentative, sent there by the Lord's Day 
Observsnee Society, to continue.” 

l^ucH the most important develop- 
ment on the l^ome Front of 
recent days has been the publication 
of Sir William Beveridge's report on 
Social Insurance and Allied Services. 
A documcQi of over iOO.OOO words, it 
must be read to be appreciated : it 
is published by His Majesty's 
Stationery Office (Cmd. 6404) at 2$. 
Its proposals affect every man, woman 
and child living in the coun(i 7 today, 
and millions yet unborn ; it is the 
greatest thing of its kind since Mr. 
Lloyd George's Health Insurance Hill 
of 1911. And as iikc'y as not it will 
give rise to as vast a volume of con¬ 
troversy. But about the spirit in 
which it is framed surely there can 
be no quarrel. 

'* The proposals of this report represent, 
not an attempt by one nation to gain for 
its citizens advantages at the cost of their 
fellow-fighters in a common cause, but a 
contribution to that common cause. They 
are a sign of the belief that the object of 
government in peace and in war is not the 
glory of rulers or of races, but the happi¬ 
ness of the common msn. ” And again, 
” the Plan for Social Security is submitted 
by one who believes that in this supreme crisis 
the British peaple will not be found wanting, of 
courage and faith and natiorul unity, of material 
ai\d spiritual power, to play their part in achieving 
both social security and the victory of justice 
among nations upon which security depends.” 

\ MONO the other reports that have seen 
the light of day within late weeks is 
that of Lord Kennet's Committee on Man¬ 
power in Banking and Insurance. 

At the outbreak of war there were employed in 
banking about 66,ooo men and.iQ.ooo women. 
Some 55 per rent of the male managerial and 
clerical employees have been called up, and in 
the clearing banks women represent 42 per cent 
of the present labour force ; of the 4.353 men of 
military age left almost all are over 35 and occupy¬ 
ing positions of some responsibility. But Lord 
Kennet's Committee thinks that more men might 
be released. It rejects the amalgamation of 
separate banks as a means of releasing man-power, 
but recommends that banks should close at 2^30 
p.m. ; more branches, too, might be closed, 
although by May last t.742 branches out of 8,469 
whole or part-time offices had been shut. 

The Committee recommends similarly that the 
staff of the insurance companies (industrial and 
ordinary) should be combed further. 

Salvase P.S. ” Thousands of tons of 
tones are being lost annually through being 
buried by dogs .”—Letter to The Times 



SIR WM. BEVENIDCe, whose Report on Social insurance and 
Ained Services was published on Dec, i, is a “social engineer “ 
of Che Rrst rank. Born in 1179, after pioneer work as a Civil 
Servant in establishing Labour Eachanges and National Insur¬ 
ance, he was Director of the London School of Economics 
from I9lt to 19)7, since when he has been Warden of 
University College, Oxford. Photo, lof'iral 
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BACK-VARO FARM,’ of 2i »crM in Sorroy, producot most 
of tfio food for • howMhoid of olght. Milk it providod ky 
goat*, whilo duckt, ctiickona, and about M rabbitt comploto 
tha livottock. Mr. F. Lyna, ownar of tha farm, it laan abova 
turning a furrow with hit il*h.p. motor plough. Laft, Alliad 
Army and Minittry of Supply offkialt racaivtng tha firtt thip* 
mant of U.S. UTILITY LOCOMOTIVES which hava baan 
built Co conform to both Britith and Continantal tyttamt. 


MEN OF THE BOOM DEFENCE guard tha antU 
aubmarina and antUtorpado naca that form curtaina 
of ataal maah at tha antrancaa of our harboura. Tha 
nata ara bapt In potiCion by apharical floatt on tha 
turfaca and haavy tinhart on tha taa bad. Conitant 
attantion it naadad to haap thaaa boomt in ordar, and 
tha boom dafanca ahipa carry out rapairt on tha tpot. 


THANKSGIVING DAY. Nov. 2ft, watcalabratad 
in London by U.S. forcat whan thoutandt of 
tham attandad a tpacial tarvlea In Wattminttar 
Abbay. Tha Start and Stripat flaw from ona of 
tha Abbay towart for tha firtt tima in itt can* 
turiaa-old hittory. Abova, an Amarican targaant 
carriat Old Glory along tha cantral attla. 


PARACHUTISTS ara aquippad 
with portabla wiralat* tact, and 
ara bacoming axtramaly proficlanC 
in tackling tha intrieata problamt 
of modarn tignalling tyttamt and 
up.to-data anuipmant. Abova, a 

f iarachutUt damonttratat hit wira* 
att apparatut during an Intaniiva 
ceurta at tha Northarn Com* 
mand't Signal Training Contra. 


MAJOR <T.Lt.*Cot.) V. B. 
TURNER, of tha Riflo 
Brigada (Princa Contort’t 
Own), ditplayad tha mote 
contpicuout gallantry on 
Oct. 27, 1742. In tha 
Wattarn Oatart. Ha lad 
a battalion to an obfactiva 
whara 40 Carman pritonart 
wara takan, after which ha 
organiiad tha capturad 
poaition for all-round 
dafanca. Later in the 
action ha wat wounded 
On Nov. 20 it wat 
announced that ha had 
baan awarded tha V.C. 
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VICTORIA AND ALBERT, tha 
King'i 4)-yaar.old yacht, which 
wat due to ba broken up before 
tha War, la acting at an ovarflow 
accommodation ihip for a Royal 
Naval gunnery cchool. Right, 
trainaat aaamina the plcturatoua 
handwheel and binnacle. The 
handwheel came from the eld 
man-of-war. H.M.S. Royal George. 

Pl*n4t Nfws. E. W. TaUerull, 
A'cjtfont, diMCfafrd Preit, Pom, 






I WAS THERE/ 


Back from Stalhifirad We Chased the Nazis 

Here is a dispatch from the Stalingrad front of the tremendous twttle 
waged between Gen. Chuikoe's Russians and von Hoth‘s Nazis. Written 
by MViet war correspondents Kuprin and Akushin, this dramatic piece of 
war reportage is reprinted here by courtesy of the Soviet War News. 


A long the path of our otTensivc leading 
to the west over the level steppes of 
the Don are trenches, blockhouses, 
dugouts, deep anti-tank ditches, massively- 
fortified gun sites, abandoned by the enemy. 
Droves of lost horses wander over (he plains, 
cropping the dry, pcickiy grass. They have 
been descried by their masters, who preferred 
to trust to their own legs. Tl^e ground is 
thickly strewn with black and green German 
helmets, ga.s masks, broken shell- and mine- 
cases. enemy bodies and dead horses. 

Here is a shell-torn height, its slopes covered 
with scraps of twisted metal and burnt-out 
machines, llie remains of enemy trenches 
and blockhouses are barely recognlTable. 
The wide tracks of our K.V.s (Klim Voro¬ 
shilov tanks) are clearly visible in the earth. 
The heavy machines swept to the west, 
destructive as a huge torrent, wiping out 
everything in their path. Rifles and machine- 
guns are embedded in the crushed trenches. 
In this area the enemy resisted madly and 
was exterminated. Traces of hand-to-hand 
fighting can be seen everywhere. Farther on 
are abandoned guns, some of them put out 
of action by our artillery and tanks, some in 
full working order, complete with large 
supplies of shells. Salvage companies are 
loading them on lorries and carting them 
away to the rear. 

Deyo>[) the Iteight is a place known as 
’■ the ra’ ine of death.’’ Its slopes arc 
furrowed with fortifications. It was the 
enemy’s second defence line. It is shattered. 
The defenders’ bodies in their green uniforms 
lie mouldering everywhere. Burnt-out lorries 
and planes with Nazi markings block our 
path. We try to count the at»ndoned trans¬ 
port lorries and guns. It is hopeless. There 
are hundreds of them. 

W'est of the ravine it is the same—the 
road blocked by smashed vehicles and the 
verges littered with helmets, guns and other 
equipment. The eoemy attempted to get his 
supply columns away, but failed. Our 
mobile units rushed into the breach and 
caught up with the fleeing beast. Cases of 
shells and mines, cartridges, broken bicycles. 


motor-cycles, staff documents, arc mixed 
up with the carcasses of horses and dead 
Nazis. Here is a huge pair of ersafz felt 
boots, their soles stuck with straw and paper. 
The enemy was bu.sy preparing for the 
Russian cold, but for him it btxamc too hot. 
He dropped his boots and ran along barefoot; 
but even so he was caught. Our men were 
merciless to those who resisted. 

Farther west is the wreckage of a heavy 
artillery regiment sent by the enemy to hold 
his defences at fhe village of Plodovitaya 
against our advancing troops. Long before 
it got there it was attacked by our mobile 
Qnits. The K.V.s encircled the Nazi gunners, 
who were wiped out before (hey had any 
opportunity to get into fighting formation 
and use their weapons. 

'paisoNERs moving cast block the roads— 
thousands of them, escorted by groups 
of Red Army men. The cold wind blows 
through their thin uniforms. They arc 
wrapped up in looted blankets and scarves. 
One column comsists of 2,800 prisoners—the 
entire strength of an infantry regiment, cap¬ 
tured together with their colonel. 

West again, through a liberated village. 
The country people greet the Red Army men 
with tears of joy. begging them to come 
into their houses, to warm themselves and 
cat. For three months these villagers have 
suffered under German occupation. The 
Nazis butchered their cattle, took aw^ their 
grain. Everywhere is devastation. The sol¬ 
diers, smoking pungent cipreltes. listen 
grimly to tile terrible talc of a gr<y-haired 
collective farmer. 

It used to be a wealthy, well-run village. 
Now it is in ruins. On house walls and 
fences are German notices, road signs and 
posters. The people arc scraping them off. 
or painting them over. The signposts arc 
being re-lettered in the Russian language. 
There arc two big cemeteries in the village. 
The graves of the Nazi “ conquerors ” arc 
marked by a forest of crosses. Those are the 
dead of (he hot August davs and still hotter 
battles when (he numerically superior enemy 
forces were pressing on towards Stalingrad. 



unit* tk* Md Army firing at th« 
racraating anamy N.W. of Staitngrad. In 
lhi« paga fioviat war corras^ndant* giva a 
vivid account of tfia fiuMian offantlva bafora 
tba graat Volga city. ftuM .Vrwj 


Beyond Abuncrovo railway station, to¬ 
wards Aksai, the railway line is blocked with 
stranded trucks and engines, goods trains 
crammed with food and ammunition, guns 
and military supplies. The enemy did not 
have time to move them before the Red Army 
struck. Our vanguard groups de.stroyed the 
bridges, blew up (he track, cut otf all lines cf 
retreat. Near by hundreds of disabled and 
burnt-out German tanks arc stacked in an 
immense scrap-heap. 

To the west rolls an endless line of lorries 
carrying food and supplies, Soviet artillery 
and cavalry units, reserve regiments and 
battalions. The offensive continues. 



THt gATTLi Ofi STALINGRAD wot tong ona blttor, but by Nov. 2S. IMl tbo GormofM worn in rotrMtin oil MCtort of ttiU fi«nt, and tlx onanny 
cNvltioiH woro roportod to bava boon at* off. Abovo, a radiood oboto ahowa ralnaof tbocity wboa Sovtot goardama n ^no of thorn i« toon on right— 
woro ropoUing an onOhty-attack. On tho twrrot of cho RiOaian tank which it firing Into tho roina aro two roughly ^Intod wordt which in trantlation 
moan: “ fior cho Fathorland." At told ia thit ^ago, tho Garmant tuffarod cripgfing lottaa at rita Ruttiant, in tpito of datporato onomy rotitt- 
anca, concinuod to adxanco. PAGE 445 Photo, Sms Chromet* 
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The 'Eyeties ' Begged Us to Give Them a Lift 

With the victorious Eighth Armj in pursuit of Rommel's beaten hordes, 

T. E. A. Mealy, war correspondent of the Daily Mirror (from which this 
story is reprinted), drove through 70 miles of Nazi wreckage. He tells of 
amazing scenes in the Egyptian desert, and of forlorn enemy troops anxious 
above everything to give themselves up. 

■ AM writing this dispatclr on notcpapcr of Movement up the narrow road was slower 
Romn»l's crack lorry-borne infantry as we got farihcr westward because ihe 


division, the 90th Light. The paper was 
taken from a German lorry overturned by an 


trafhe problem was further complicated by the 
arrival of a stream of prisoners, mainly 


R.A.F. bomb outside Fuka. Can you imagine German, in huge German and Italian lorries. 


what today has meant, to advance seventy 
miles in one hop with our Eighth Army ? 

Continuously to the left, right, and ahead 
the desert has been sirewn with enemy 
transport wreckage, enemy tanks burnt, 
bombed and blown up. I've looked on 
death and destruction till I'm sick of it. It 
has told me eloquently just how complelcly 


We knew there was something peculiar 
about the procession and couldn't make out 
what it was. Suddenly someone shouted: 
“ Gosh, they're driving themselves to 


cars abandoned in hundreds, guns left with 
piles of ammunition, huge heaps of clothing 
and ground-sheets. 

While we had lunch wc saw soldiers prodding 
tne roadside for mines, which are like round 
covered pudding dishes, with the charge an 
inch wide in the centre. Soldiers were dig¬ 
ging them up like turnips. 

A Ktw miles farther on I got out of a car 
with another reporter near a group of 
twenty-eight forlorn and desolate Italians. 
They came up, saluted, and said they wanted 
to surrender but could not find anyone to 
take them prisoner. Everyone was in too 
much of a hurry. 

One spoke French and asked whether wc 


They were, and only in the front could take them. W'c accepted their sur- 


vehicle and in the last was there a guard. 

Fully 2.000 prisoners passed in one hour. 
They seemed, even for Germans, utterly un¬ 


we’vc smashed the Axis in Africa. We went concerned, and when one of their trucks broke 


across the battlefield of the last ten days, 
driving gingerly over mined ground and past 
the wreckage of German and British tanks. 

Beside a cluster of German Mark HI tanks 
1 came on a grave marked by a cross made of 


down they clambered out and watched 
British mechanics repair it. 

YI<'hat a sight for the prisoners it must 


render. Wc stopped a lorry driven by a 
young Scot. He did not want to cart “ ruddy 
bycties " to a prison camp, but said he 
would hand them over to the military police. 
The prisoners brightened up considerably at 
this, but took so long explaining to them¬ 
selves that everything was settled that ihC 
Scot said angrily: ** Well, bloody well get 


pieces of a Jam box. on which a British soldier British transport, British tanks and men filing 


have been, this immense column of tracking or I II leave you behind. 


had written : " Here lies unknown German 
soldier," and had propped up on the grave 
the soldierV knife, fork and comb, leaning 
them against his tin helmet. There were photos 
about of German wives and children to whom 
their husbands and fathers will never return. 
There were letters home and letters from 


their way forward! Perhaps at th:a moment as 
they looked at it they realized why they were 
beaten and in the bag. Every British transport 


1'hey quickly got on the truck, and as the 
truck moved away the Italians thanked us 
profusely and said there were some of their 
males farther down the road. Would we be 


vehicle bore some girl’s name. How many so kind as to help them too ? But prisoner 


home blowing about in ihe dust. Up the campaign ? Tankmen always give their 
track we came across still greater masses of vehicles hghting names like Thunderer, 


guns and ammunition and tanks abandoned. 

T NOTtD that over only a few graves the 
swastika of Nazism was inscribed. Others 
bore the Black Cross of the Kaiser's Germany. 
Above one grave protruded one of the 
propeller blades of a Spitfire. It was the 
grave of a Canadian buried by Germans. 
Near the graves was a pile of new enemy 
overcoats and boots which soldiers were 
fitting on. The scene reminded me of 
Caledonian Market. One soldier looked up 
from boot-htcing and said : " Wouldn’t der 
Fuehrer be derfurious ! ” 

As wc went westwards the destruction and 
havoc wrought by the R.A.F. intensified. 
In a swath almost 200 yards wide enemy 
transport lay charred and battered. The 
scene was eloquent of fear and panic of the 
worst kind. .Many vehicles were blown up on 
their own mines, for the road on either side 
was mined a foot off the tarmac. 


girls in Britain—Dorises. Etlcens. Annes, groups were loo many and wc were in too 
Jeans. Betties. Evelyns—have been driven in much of a hurry to bother. They were 
spirit into captured enemy (owns in this popping out of holes ail over the desert and 
campaign? Tankmen always give their looking for someone to take charge of them, 
vehicles fighting names like Thunderer, 1 saw them begging lifts to prison from our 
Valiant, Defiant, etc. One man broke the lorries and even tanks. Some at least of 


rule and named his Mother. Wc drove past them were covered in vermin. 

Over the Alps We Flew to Bomb Genoa 

Another smashing success was scored by the R.A.F. on the night of 
November 7, when home-based bombers inflicted on Genoa. Italy's great 
naval base, its heaviest raid of the war. Impressions of this sensational 
1,300-mile flight are given below in the form of extracts from the tog of a 
“ novice "—a R.A.F. Public Relations Officer who flew in a Stirling. 


tivE-PLEVEN in the aAcrnoon : I'm be big enough for me. a novice, to move 
airborne, but didn’t know it. 1 gracefully in. As I climb towards the nose 
poked my head up the astro-dome to my dangling inter-com. winds itself around 


in the aAcrnoon: 
but didn’t know 


find out how the take-olT was getting on, and 
discovered that wc were about 500 feet up-— 
so smooth had been the getaway. Several 


everything from (he automatic pilot to the 
flight-engineer's neck. Just visible in his 
macabre red light, the captain looks up, grins. 


other Stirlings arc circling around, gaining and .shouts " How are you feeling? " 


height and preparing to set course. 

6.5 p.m. Wc cross the coast. It is still 
light enough to observe that, owing to the 
state of the tide, the white line of sea breakers 
does not at all conform to (he map. There 


“ Fine ! ’’ I say. " Liar," says he. 
“ Don’t worry, it’s always the same on your 
first trip. If we are worried, think what 
those poor silly Eyctics must be feeling. 
Look over there. Thai's Genoa. No fun 



is a fine sunset to the starboard beam as we being in Genoa on a night like this ! " 


cross the Channel. Long streaks of cloud 
arc lit by a fading r<d. I go down into the 
bomb-aimer's hatch to try to spot the 
moment when we cross the coast of France. 
But the dark blue on the windows impercept¬ 
ibly changes to cloud and I can smell (he mist 
in the aircraA. And so the only news I get that 
wc arc over France is the gentle evasive action 
of the pilot, ts'o flak comes up. 

6.50 p.m. Wc arc passing through a rain 
storm. 


Wc arc the first aircraA to approach the 
target, but scvrchlights are wandering fran¬ 
tically across (he sky while we're miles away. 
The flak is not as expected. At first, all 
I can see afe masses of white gun-flashes 
on the ground. As wc circle over the 
Mediterranean in towards the target, 1 begin 
to sec the light stuff coming up and some 
red fireballs ascending. 

9.5 p.m. Now it becomes frightening. 
There appears to be* no way through the wall 


7.30 p.m. St. Elmo’s fire round the pro- of searchlights and flak. The front-gunner 


pcllers. Now again in the astro-donie I can 
see the circles of flame round (he propellers, 
and the I^ront-gunner reports blue darts on 
his gun barrels and flame trickling around the 
metal of the turret. This lasts about ten 
minutes. Wc arc climbing for the Alps, and 
the flight-engineer switches on oxygen. The 
smell and feel of the mask arc strange at first 
and rather like an anaesthetist's apparatus. 

8.14 p.m. 1 am lying flat over the bottom 
blister. Though there is no moon, the Al|is 


goes down into the bomb-aimer's hatch and 
the captain starts violent jinking. From the 
astro-dome I can see the glow of our exhausts, 
and the great hump of the outer engines 
rising up and descending again against the 
vivid light of the flashes and the beams. 
As we wind our way along, (he giant humps 
on either side continue to rise. 

9.16 p.m. “ Open bomb doors ! " comes 
through the inter-com., and then " O.K., 
bomb doors open I" 1 lift my oxygen 


DRIVING THEMSELVES TO PRISON! L*ft 
to thoir fat* bv Roenmol, thouiandt of Italian! 

S avo thomMivM up, not at all unwillingly, 
omo (iika choto bora) ovan <trova in thtir 
own lorriaa to tho aurrandar point*. 
ekito, BrUtsk Vffctal: Ctotrm Copyright 


come into view—surfaces of a grade of mask and bite into a small English Newtown 
purplish-white peppered with black. The apple. For some reason it gives me great 
captain suggests that if I come forward pleasure to munch an English apple over 
again I shall soon see Genoa. 1 take several Genoa. As we get over the searchlights I 
deep breaths of oxygen and then plug out am less scared. Down below (he gun flushes 


to struggle forward. Though the Stirling is 
a huge aircraft, it seems that nothing could 


reveal the blocks of buildings. Searchlights 
wander across our propellers, edge the wing 
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tips, flkk the tail. and. fantastic as it seems, 
never catch us. But the flak comes nearer, 
and the red fireballs closer as the captain 
levels out for the bombing run and calls to 
the bomb-aimer, “ O.K., remember the 
precise target I ” We are dead steady for 
a mighty long 20 seconds before the bomb- 
aimer reports, “ Bombs gone!” And now 
the thinking begins again. 

The lattice-work of searchlights which 
from a distance I thought we would never 
penetrate now seem to have the most com¬ 
forting wide spaces between them. Then down 
below I can see our incendiaries, the first 
fires in Genoa on Saturday night. The rear- 
gunner proudly points out that those are 
gold and broad, which means that the bombs 
have turned into real Arcs. Incendiaries 
on their own are silver, jittering, and sharp. 

As we come out of it flak increases. It 
comes up towards us and then they try to 
shoot out the flares which now illuminate the 
town and the bay. Within ten minutes of the 
first flares Genoa is alight. So far as I can 
sec the main huge Arcs are near the coast¬ 
line and harbour. A bomb flash adds to 
bomb flash, and before we are out of sight 
not one solitary searchlight remains on. I 
step down to allow the wireless-operator to 
have a look. He watches for a moment, 
grunts ” It looks good I ” and wc change 
places. I peer again at the glorious view of 
the Alps under the stern, and then slowly, 
once more, the scene merges into the cloud 
over the plains of France. 

Static electricity again brings a kind of 
dangerous beauty to the Stirlings, and then 
hail beats on our windows. Near the coast 
of France cloud gives out. and the flak and 
searchlights apt>car. 

01.36 a.m. I can sec the very comforting 
light of our flare paths back at base. ” O.K., 



SATUflDAY NIGHT IN GENOA. "It looks said wlroloss-oporator In tho accom- 

panyinf story, whan ha lookad down on tha dock area strawn with scintilUtinc pockats offlra. In 
this ptMtograph, takan on tha occasion of tha raid of Oct. 22, tceras of fires ara burainf { tha 
vertical streaks ara daacandinx fiaraa, btUnk O/Utal; Ooan Cofryftfkl 


V for Victor,” says base. “ You can land 
now.” And so we land and wander into the 
interrogation-room and people make (he 
u.«ual jokes, such as ” You can identify an 
Italian fighter because he is always going 
the other way 1 ” 


And so to the operational breakfast with 
bacon and egg and hot tea and the ” line 
book ” already wailing on the tabic. My 
statement alxiul thinking our incendiaries 
were Italian searchlights goes straight into ti>c 
line book. But I'm forgiven, being a novice. 


OUR DI ARY O F TH E WAR 


NOV. 2S. (M2, W*dn«sd«r 1.190th dey 

Russian firone.—N.W. and S. of S'.slin- 
irad SovIM advsnes eoncinuM ; 15,000 
mere prisonsn tsken. 

Burma.—R.A.r. m*da diy and nifht 
auacka on lap airfialds and railways. 

China.—U!S. tlrcrsH atuckad lap 
shipping at Canton and Hankow. 

Auatralaaln.—Two lap dsitroytrs sunk 
ofi Ntw Cuinaa In attampta to reliava 
troops at Ouna. 

NOV. U. Tbursdoy I.IOItt 

N. Africa.—Cnamy driven from 
Hsd)at-«t.bab, M ra. S.W. of Tunis. 

ModitarrosMan.—Allied bombsn st- 
latkad aorodromos In Sitiiy. 

Ruaalan Front_Rod Army In Don 

bond took 12.000 mors prhenfrt. 

Siam.—U S. heavy bombers made first 
attath on od-rofinery at Sangkek. 

Au«tralaala.~flying Forirettet raidad 
lap laiodfome near Burn. 

NOV. V. fridoy t.l92n9d^ 

Air.—Huiungs and Spitfires aicacked 
riilwsy and water craniport targets in 
(Vance and low Countries. 

N. Africn.—Firti Army sneered 
Tebourbs. IS m. from Tunis. 

Moditorranoan.—U.S. aircraft at¬ 
tacked docks at Larot. Dodccaneia. 

Russian Erons.-Soviet eeunter.offftn- 
lives cenilnuad round and in Stalingrad. 

China.—U.S. bombers accaekad Jap 
shipping and aircraft at Canton. 

Conorat—Carman troops enterad 
Toulon ; French warships scuttled by 
order of Adm. de Laborde. 

NOV. U. Sottrrdoy 1.193rd M 

Air.—R.A.F. maoe heavy raid on Turin. 

N. Africa.-Allied forces reputseo 
counter-acucka at Tebourba. Bizarta and 
Tunis bombed by Allied aircraft j BOne 
twica raided by AxU. 

Libya.—Tripoli raided by our heavy 
bombers. 

Mediterranean. — Announced that 
British submarinas had sunk nine enemy 
supply ships bound for Tunisia. 

Russian Eront.—New Soviet offensive 
hunched on Central front, E. of Vtlikiye 
Luki and VV. of Rihev. 

Canoral.—righting French forces hnded 
on Rdunlon Island In Indian Ocean. 

NOV. 29, Suodoy f.ffftJi doy 

Air.—R.A.F. again raided Turin. 

N. Africa.—Our forcea occupied 
Diodalda. N.E. of Tebourbe, in Tunisia. 

Libya.—U.S.AA.F. made daylight raids 
on Tripoli. 


Ruasian Eront.—Soviet troo^ broke 
enemy lines on E. bank of Don. 

U.S.A.—Announced that Japs had 
rc>oc<upied Attu in tha Aleutians. 

NOV. 29, Monday (.(05th day 

N. Africa.—German counter • attack 
on Allied rositiona in Diedsida. Two 
French submarines from Toulon roached 
Algiers. 

Russian Eront.—Further Russian ad¬ 
vances on Central front and round 
ScalingrdB. 

Indian Ocean.-U.S. heavy bombers 
raided Andaman h. and Rangoon. 

Auetralasla.—U S. fleet intercepted 
Jap convoy off Guadalcanal, sinking tix 
destreyert and three traniporis for lots 
of one U.S. cruiser. 

Gestoral.—Announced that Reunion 
Island had joined Fighting French. 

OEC f, rvetdoy 1,196th day 

N. Africa.—Allied air attacks on Tunis, 
Bizerta. Gabks and Sfax. 

Libya.—Enemy artillery successfully 
engaged by our forces at El Aghella. Our 
heavy bombers raided Tripoli. 

Mediterraaaan.—Navy sank two Axis 
destroyers and four supply ships bound 
for Tunhli ; destroyer Quentin sunk 
by enemy aircraft. 

Russian Front.—Red Army continued 
to advance on Stalingrad and Central 
fronu in fate of increuad resistance. 

Austraiaala.—In Naw Guinea Allied 
ground forces cut Jap lines between Buna 
and Gone. 


November 26. Admirelty an¬ 
nounced sinking of armed mer¬ 
chant cruiier Rawalpindi by 
DeutscA/ond on November 23. 

November 30. Russro launched 
land, sea and air attack on 
Finland. 

December 7. Polish submarines 
Onel and Wr/k escaped from 
Baltic and joined British Nary. 


DEC. 2, We^nesdoy f,107th dOy 

Air.—Frankfort and ether places in 
W. Germany bombed by night. 

N. Africa.—Allied troops beat back 
big German councar.actack with tanks 
a>^ dive-bombers in Tebourba area. 

Mediterranean.—Two Axis supply 
ships sunk by torpedo aircraft and liahan 
torpedo-boat sunk by light naval forces 
ofi Tunisia. 

Australasia.—Arrival of U.S. troops 
In New Zealand announced. 

OEC 2, Tbursdoy f,J00th dey 

N. Africa.—Another enemy counter¬ 
attack repulsed near Tebourba. Bizerta 
docks and Tunis iirfield raided by Allies. 

Auttralaaia.—Allied airmen shot down 
23 Jap flghten arsd drova off naval convoy 
attempting to reinforce Buna-Gona area 
of New Guinea. Oil Guadalcanal, U.S. 
aircr^t scored hits on two Jap cruisera 
and ont destroyer. 

General.—Announced chat defence 
pact betwean U.S.A. and llbarla waa 
signed on March 31. 

OEC 4. Frtdor I.l99ih dor 

N. Africa.—Axis forces recaptured 
Djedaida; hard fighting proceeding In 
triangle Tcbourba-Djedaida-Maieur. 

Mediterranean. — U.S. Liberators 
bombed Naples by daylight without loss, 
doing much damaga to warships and port. 

Libya.—Alliad heavy bombers raided 
Tripoli by night. 

Russian Eront.—Russian offensive con¬ 
tinued inside snd outside Stalingrad. 


December 8. Creeks occupied 

Argyrokastro In Albania. 

1941 

December 6. Russians begon 

counter-offensive at Moscow. 

December 7. Japan declared war 
on Ct. Britain and U.S.A. Pearl 
Harbour bombed. 

December 6. Japanese troops 

landed in Northern Malaya. 


Burma.-R.A.F, and U.S. bombers 
raided lap shipping and supply columPS. 

OEC 5. Suturdsy f.lEOl.h dor 

N. Africa.—Enemy mechanized and 
Infantry units anterad Tebourba : our 
troops regrouped on surrounding heights. 

Russian Eront.—Soviat troops on 
offantive round Sulmgrad, nasr Tuapie ; 
and on Central and Leningrad fronts. 

India.—lap bombers and fighters made 
brief acuck on Chittagong area of Bongal. 

OEC. «, Sundor t.l9hl dor 

Saa.—Admiralty announced loss of 
H.M. submarine Unique. 

Air.—Ntsriy 100 light R.A.F. bombers 
attacked Philips radio works at Eind¬ 
hoven. Holland. U.S. Flying Fortresses 
and Liberators raided Fives-Lilte locomo¬ 
tive works and airfield at Abbeville. 
R.A.F. eight bombers raided S.W. Germany 
in bad weather. 

N. AfHca. — German attack In 
Tebourba area of Tunisia penetrated one 
of our poaltions. 

Rusatpn Front_Red Army offensive 

continued on Central front and in Stalin¬ 
grad area. 

Auatreiaaia—In New Guinea U.S. 
troops broke through at a fresh point in 
Bwna-Gona beachhead. 

OEC 7. Moiidey f,f92nd dor 

Air.—Whirlwinds and Mustangs ac- 
ucked railways and shipping In France, 
the Low Countries and Germany. 

N. Africn.—After counter-attack by 
ona of our armoured units the enemy 
withdrew in Tebourba area. 

Libya.—Our heavy bombers attacked 
Miturata and aerodromas near Hems. 

Russian Front.—Maiw German coun¬ 
ter-attacks repulsad on Central front snd 
N.W. of Stalingrad. 

Austraiaala.—in fitree air fighting over 
New Guinea 20 Jap aircraft were destrayod. 
AlHcd bombera atucked Lae and Jap 
bates In New Britain. 

OEC. 0 . Tuetdvy 1,193rd dor 

Air.—Mosquitoes attacked Industrial 
and railway targets In Holland and N.W. 
Germany. Turin again raided by night. 

Rufilan Front.—Soviet troops con¬ 
tinued to make progress In and around 
Stalingrad and on Central front In spite 
of violent German resisunce. 

Aisftralania.—Allied ground forces at 
Buna threw beck enemy counter-attack ; 
Allied bombers drove off six destroyers 
attempting to relieve Jap forces. 
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AOM.SIRHAX K. HORTON, K.C.t., D.$.O..who«« appointment, 
at C.>in>C. Wattarn ApproaMaa. in tuccataion (o Adm. Sir R. 
Nobla. waa annotincad on Nov. 9,1942. Ha had hoan in charpa of 
Britith aubmarinaa ainca tha baffinninR of tha War, and wat 
•uccaadad at Flag Officer Submarinaa by Cape. C. B. Barry, O.SO. 
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King George V “ not to put bis snoot into 
Chicago.” Why Big Bill did this I forget; 
but I can conceive no advice ever so need* 
kssly offered. It is possible that, as Mr. 
Willkic had just started to “prod" Great 
Britain to open a second front (without 
knowing that in closest alliance with the 
oflicial American leaders we were just about 
to do a bit of prodding in North Africa which 
will stand in history for centuries to come) the 
thought struck me. while watching the self* 
satished Mr. Willkie on the news reel and 
listening to his voice, that his advice was ju$t 
about as apposite to the case of Britain 'a 
leaders at this day as Big Bill's was to the 
l^st aggressive and most tactful of British 
monarchs, whose qualities are so eminent in 
his son today. Perhaps our Press has given too 
much space to the utterances of the said Mr. 
Willkic, who, in my estimation, was making 
nothing more than political capital out of the 
great opportunity provided by the generous 
gesture of Mr. Roosevelt when he sent his 
political opponent to report on 
aspects of the War on all 
fronts. His ungenerous use of 
this opportunity to feed an 
ancient Republican grudge 
against the British Empire 
should, in my opinion, reduce 
the interest of his name as a 
headliner on the front pages of 
the British Press, even thou^ 
wc have no counterpart of Big 
Bill Thompson in England 
who would be so free of speech 
and so impolite as to tell Mr. 
Willkie to keep his snoot out 
of the British Empire. 

^oT a week goes by that I 
do not have occasion to 
marvel at the way in which 
Malta carries on, despite its 
th6usands of air raids, as I am 
continually receiving letters 
from readers there, although 1 
can give only occasional men* 
lion to any of them. One from 
a reader named Eddie Gaud 
(if 1 do not misread hh signa* 
turc) of B'Kara, took only 
about ten days to arrive in 
London and contained an order 
for the binding cases for 
Volume V, as he has all the 
others safely bound, and while 
congratulating me on the recent 
changes in the character of 
our contents, he adds: “I 
hope you will continue to pub¬ 
lish T»[e War Illustrated in 
this way, or in any other way, 
as in it you are performing a 
splendid work for all of us who 
are proud to be members of 
the British Empire although 
wc cannot ail have an oppor* 
tunity of visiting its capital city.” 

'The foregoing I had written some weeks 
ago and the Malta scene has changed 
meanwhile. The island that could lake it 
is now the fortress that can give it I And 
here I might mention as still further evidence 
that “ Britain delivers the goods " a letter 
just to hand from Geo. W. Crossan, of 
Hamilton, N.Z. Not even a single number 
has failed to reach what he calls “ this 
farthest outpost of Empire,” as he had 
received every issue up to No. 130 when he 
wrote to me in September. 

T OOKJNG through an old stage journal of 
1892 today, I notice that its letter from 
America is headed ” Across the Pond • 
the facetious name for the Atlantic current 
in the 'nineties. But how appropriate to the 
contracting world in which we are living, 
when eight hours sufBccforits aerial crossing I 
Many a true word spoken in jest. 


I AM sure that on Christmas Eve, when this 
number of Tur War Illustrated will 
be on sale, many of my readers will be 
delighted to know that next month ” huge 
.stores of food, clothing, etc., will pour into 
Great Britain from America, and large 
stocks will be diverted to help sustain the 
iamisltcd section of Europe and Norway, 
freed from direct Axis intervention.” But 
wc arc warned that it will riot be “ roses, 
roses all the way,” as Japan will still fight on 
tenaciously. This, it would appear, is known 
to those who arc aware that ” the eventful 
year of 1943 opens under (he influence of 
.Saturn, combined with the determination of 
Capricorn the Goat.” But as I am not one 
of (hose who know anything more about goats 
than that they arc the most odoriferous of 
domestic animals, I can only 
pass this cheering information 
on with due acknowledgement 
to my entertaining old friend 
the prophet " Old Moore.” 
from whom I have so cft;n 
culled words of cheer in these 
pages. 

Come day rfcci sure that his 
persistence will be rewarded; 

(hough the stars may at times 
be a year or two fust as he 
reads them, events must at 
soiivc lime or another catch up 
with the forecast. While I 
am offering some odds against 
(hut taking place in January 
1943 I have a profound con¬ 
viction that when wc have said 
good-bye to 1942 wc shall be 
stepping into the most mo¬ 
mentous year of the War, before 
the end of which we may well 
have listened to the death knell 
of Nazidom in Europe and be 
turning to the cleansing of 
(he eastern hemisphere from 
(he yellow stain with which the 
Jups have soiled it. Still, the 
path ahead of the nations 
struggling for freedom is beset 
with thorny thickets and prickly 
pitfalls and only simpletons 
will expect to go primrose- 
gathering even in 1943. And 
as for roses, let's remember 
thev have thorns when we go 
gathering (hem. ” Out of this 
nettle, danger, wc -pluck this 
flower..safety”—I remembered 
Neville Chamberlain quoting 
(his when J hc;ird it again 
from the lips of Hotspur 
(Henry IV) at the Westminster 
Theatre the other week. And I'm sure we 
shall do so, if not in 1943 certainly in 1944. 

^NE of the many lessons wc have learnt 
in these War years is the reassessment 
of values: (hing.s wc have long cherished 
suddenly seem worthless, what wc have 
despised turns precious. The value of trans¬ 
port is not likely again to depreciate, since 
War conditions have emphasized its supreme 
importance in every concern of nwdern life. 
Though I have done my best from time to 
time to illustrate this in these notes. I confess 
(hat not until lust autumn had I become so 
transport-conscious as 1 found myself when, 
confronted with an abundant crop of lovely 
apples, 1 had to see the orchard becoming 
ankle deep with windfalls. Nobody wanted 
to buy them, few were willing even to take 
Ihc crop for the pulling. They could not all 
be stored for lack of accommodation, and 
many of them, though splendid specimens, 
were not ‘‘good keepers.” 


Thanks eventually to some enterprising 
^ young people associated with the 
Y.W.C.A. and other organizations. I had the 
satisfaction of seeing something like two 
tons of this rich harvest cleared from 
the orchard and transported for use in cer¬ 
tain schools and canteens, whence letters 
of keen appreciation for the gift were re¬ 
ceived. But it was really no giA : merely 
the removal of what, owing to the sheer 
abundance of the fruit, had become an em¬ 
barrassment. And yet in some parts of 
England, and in London, as I myself had 
frequent occasion to observe, apples in no 
way comparable with any in the numerous 
sackfuls joyously picked by Boy Scouts, Girl 
Guides and members of the W.V.S. from my 
orchard of little more than an acre, were 


selling freely at 8d. per pound. I know of 
many other instances where ” apple acres ” 
in the same district were in similar plight, and 
I have no doubt they could be multiplied 
by the thousand throughout the country, so 
that when produce which docs not fetch 
even a penny a pound on the trees cannot be 
bought under 8d. at a distance from its place 
of origin, it is worth remembering that the 
true value resides not in the article but in its 
transportation from where it is abundant to 
where it is scarce. 

fN looking at a news reel of Mr. Wendell 
Willkic some little time ago, 1 made a 
note: ‘‘ remember Big Bill Thompson of 
Chicago.” 1 came across this note last night, 
and afler a little cogitation it struck me that I 
must have seen some fanciful resemblance 
between (he intrepid Republican leader and 
Chicago's aggressive mayor of twelve years 
ago. Then 1 remembered that Big Bill 
aquired some momentary fame from warning 
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